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THE 1984 BENCH LAKE STATION BACKCOUNTRY REPORT

by: Bob Kenan



This season on roving backcountry patrol based between Bench Lake and
Simpson Meadow, I covered approximately 800 miles and contacted 650 park
visitors. The focus of my work this season was cleaning up a large number
of old can dumps and removing illegal or inappropriate firerings. Through-
out the season I bagged up 1200 pounds of garbage and removed 150 firerings.

Many old can dumps were found this season on the South Fork of the
Kings River between 9500 and 10200 feet. Alsog the Bench Lake C crew un-
earthed a large can dump at 10,100 ft. on the South Fork. I bagged up all
these garbage dumps and toward the end of my season moved them all to a
suitable helispot, so they could be removed from the backcountry at the first
opportunity. All total the South Fork garbage was 800 pounds, which amounted
to 10 full gunnysacks and 9 rolls of barbed wire.

Also, Mr. Nash informed me of an old can dump near the Woods Lake cut-
off. I bagged it up and renaturalized the area. It amounted to four gunny-
sacks and weighed 180 pounds. The last major garbage dump that I bagged up
was near the inlet to the upper Palisades Lake. It included an old rusted
Sims stove and the total weight was 150 pounds. Other smaller quantities of
old cans and foil were found during the season and these were carried back to
a ranger station, so it could be removed when possible.

Much work was done this season on firering removal. It is apparent that
hikers are continuing to build fires above 10,000 feet in Kings Canyon back-
country, It is also clear to me that the 10,000 foot regulation for fires
is doing alot of good and helping to clean up alot of the high elevation lake
basins. The Bench Lake area had a lot of visitation from mid July on.

At the beginning of this season I removed 15 firerings from the lake area.



During the season, firerings continued to be built by people camping here.
At hhe end of my seaon I did a final cleanup of the Bench Lake area and re-
moved 10 firerings. This is a forested lake and it appears that hikers will
continue to build fires here. Next season, I think 1,11 try putting up a "no
fires" sign here to éee if that will help to reduce the firering building here.
Another area where hikers continued to build firerings this season was
on the JMT from the Woods Lake cutoff up 3 miles toward Pinchot Pass., I removed
a nuimber of established firerings from this area at the beginning of the season
and a few of these were rebuilt during the season. Alsoy Twin Lakes and the
Woods Lake cutoff camp area are places that required major firering removal
for me this season.
Another focus of this seasons South Fork cleanup was on firering re-
moval ‘primarily from 9800 feet to 10400 feet. Existing firerings that were
in suitable camping areas near the 10,000 ft. crossing were left to be used.
Firerings were also removed this season from Palisades Lakes, Horseshoe and
State Lakes. It was apparent that State Lakes had not been worked for some
time. I removed 10 established firerings fm campsites adjacent to the
lower lake area. Did some ring removdl at Volcanic Lakes, but more work
needs to be done in this large basin.
On two occasions ¥ got into Woods Lake Basin this season. It was ob-
vious that this basin had been resently worked. 1 did a cleanup of a camp
site ﬁsed by a stock party at the upper lake. I destroged a rock wall used
for containing stock, removed a large firering and scattered horse manure
thatlwas near the inlet to the lake. There was much evidence of trampling
by this party tying thetr stock up on the meadow grass. What is the reg-
ulation that states how far stock must be tied up away from water? This

gite was heavily impacted by this stock party.



—— ~

The trail conditions in the area were improved greatly by the work of
the C crew this season. NPS foreman Jerry Torres and his crew did some of the
best trail building that I've seen in the park. They build trails to last.
Their basg camp was hililen out in the trees below the Bench Lake cutoff, as
the hikers passing through did not even know where their camp was. Overall,
they were a que&_grew and their camp had very little impact on the back-
country. I do feel though, that a crew this large should not be in the same
location for two seasons in a row. Theit work this season was concentrated
from the South Fork to abou£ two miles south of Pinchot Pass. They did a
major reroute on the south of Pinchot Pass that removed abput a mile of trail
from meadow grass. They also did alot of water bar work with rock, and some
of the rocks they moved made one feel that their was a crew of giants working
the tmails. There is alot of trail work needed from the South Fork to Mather
Pass. Also, the south side of Mather Pass is in great need of being redone.
It is my understanding that this crew will be working that area2 next season.

In conclusion, it was a very productive season in the backcountry.

It was apparent that the region had not been thouroughly worked for some time.
Having a ranger based at Bench Lake is a good central location for worBing the
vast stretch of backcountry between Rae Lakes and Le Conte Canyon. The Bench
Lake base camp worked out well as a minimum impact type of backcountry stationm.
The tent and tarp setup was plenty comfortable for me and the location of

the station was ideal. There is alot more work to be done in this region, but
for one season alot of progress was mafle in cleaning up this magnificent arga

of Kings Canyon backcountry.
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