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TEAR END REPORT
ROCK CREEK RANGER STATION

1988

Sites/Firerinas: |25
Miles: @30

Visitar Contacts: 9906
Trash: Zoof

I. Resouwrces

Use: Visitor use was perhaps heavier this year than last at Rock Creek,
with a vast majority of hikers passing through on their way to Mt. Whitney.
New Army Pass was a favorite trailhead for the Sierra Club, with 9-10@
groups entering the park this way. In mid-Augusty 3 different Sierra Club
trips each left the Cottonweood Lakes trailhead on 3 successive daysy all

crossing Army Pass — [ was told — on the same day. I saw few groups of any
Eind of over 15 people. The heaviest uwse continues to bhe at Upper Rock
Creek Lake. I contacted many parties heading through Miter Rasin to
Crabtree Lakes - this route seems to be getting more popular and is heavily

used by the Sierra Club.

Stock Use: Cottonwood Pack Station was even busier this year than last. On

few weekends they had all their stock, almost 7@ head, out on the trail.
‘eg had 5 "all-euwpense trips" to hide-out camp at Lower Rock Creelk l.ake..

r the & weeks from mid—-July through lL.abor Day there was almost always at
least 1 spot trip in on Rock Creek, often Z. This wouldn®t be a problem
except that they use Upper Rock Creek l.ake almost exclusively. As noted
last year and by previous rangers, this lake suffers the worst impact in
the drainage and is more vulnerable than many other areas. The spot trips

almost double the impact this lake gets.

I contacted 11 private parties with stock, in addition to the RPackcountry
S5tockusers trip. Rock Creek Pack Stations Glacier Pack Trainsy and Red’s
Meadows Pack Station each came through also.

Meadows: (See also meadow report) The meadows were unbhelievably dry this

year., (Damp instead of ocozing.) The heavily—used stringers behind the
Lower Lake were as wet as every though, and alreacy showed moderate to
severe mechanical impact when I arrived - deep hoof imprints, broken

streambanks, broken sod. The Pack Station is uwsing this area well before a
ranger arrives. I don’t think the stringer meadows shouwld be grazed before

the end on Jung on a low snow yeary later on a wet year. Penned-Up Meadow
also staus very uwet. When I arrived I found severe damage to the meacow
especially where the trail passes through. CPS takes groups up to Sky Blue
Lake; early season trips make a huge mess in Penned-Up - the damage was far

worse this wear than last because they used the trail so earlu.

he Packcountry Stockusers Association installed a drift fence below RC
hdow #Hi. Pecause of an unfortunate series of misunderstandingss they did




a slip—-shod Jjob, spending a half-day on the project, The fence is wired o
ees and has a swinging gate, so it doesn’t meet the standards. The trail
ew should at least partially redo the Tence next summer., This proJect

idn’t seem  to merit the impact of 24 people and almost &0 head of stock
for 7 dayss; it seemed, rather, an excusse Tor & group of atackusers to aget
together for a weel in the backcountry with an amount "of animals that far
exceeded the quota. I suaqgegt that the aroup  Siae  on 4 project be

commensurate with the amount of work to bhe done. and that unless there’s a

really good reason for movre than 720 head of stock, the P54 should adhere to

the same rules we 1MPEse an any other group. This group made a new camp
where none had been bhefore on the north side af the oresl, about 75 feet
from water. There was no reason the group couldn’™t all have heen up in the
old sites on the bluff above the craecl. Thera are now well-worn stock
paths criss—crossing the area. and large trampled areas where the animals

3
i
were tied.

Nathan®s Meadow received very heavy use, at least 3@ nights, and is about
75% arazed now. Pecause it was so dry, mechanical impact is only moderate.
The campsite looks awful, even after I shovelled manure and tried to fill
in holes and troughs.

Overall, I remain unimpressed by the ethics of stockusers. They burn
enormous logsy hack at anything and everything, leave manuwre everdwhere,
leave stock tied up such that they paw big ruts, and build new firepits.
(Art McCall’s party built one %57 from the established one, right against a
rock. ) And  they frequently show animosity towards the ranger’s
suggestions.

get many complaints from bhackpackers during August.

ie closed meadows weren’t used to my knowledyge, except that I saw some
animals grazing in the ranger station meadow while 1 was hiding from the
DWR. RC Meadow #7 gets used some by animals wandering down the stringers
from the lake above.

Pears: After Winter shot the bear, incidents dropped from about 1 per
night to none. The bear boxes work well, and i peaple continuwe to use
themy maybe Rock Creek won’t have a problem...before the bear was killed,
there were incidents up as high as Sky Plue l.akes this is probably the main
drawback to the borxes ~— the bhears will keep going higher to find human

food.
IT1. VISITOR PROTECTION

Law Enforcement s I gave verbal warnings for camping on vegetation (a LOT),
trash in firepits,y pPlicking Flowers, massy sites, and improper food storage.
There were no serious eenforcement  problems except the bear—-shooting
incident. We need a vigilante ranger to deal with that one!

M Nothing ever happens 1in Rock Creek. I heard through the
grapevine that someone with a sore knee was flown out by a CHP helicopter,
called in by someone with & ham radio.

Medicalss

ircraft: I called in about 15, mostly in July. August was better. The

tinuous noise of higher—-flying aircraft is almost as disruptive as the




Thave are

low—-Ffliers.

ITT. FACTLITIES

- [T
.
H [

1l
Foal

there

Foecm A bes
138 Upper
bt

iz &
alrout g
fivres.

Il
Al reaciy.
and

I

besy e
¥l
#17
#1180
Creeal:
il

Creek

Al ostill
comp e
o

to

cdont
Junction
Thiw all
and Guuot

the
0K
Flat g

Ta

whatever
hra
Cr

Feyrims

Fow
Creal:

PEAEONS .
mloal T
Dok

have

and
to KHock
traila

hadl
hesn

atle
hucket of o

the Hudson 9

to get

3 oal.
that
possible

found

l s 1Lt

T
o+

the

thro
b

wer
rangey

den and
Next year

the last
reduced
Thi
I t

Campsites: In
iy are

A and
looks really good.
heing rabuiltls;
concentrated use and
Creal. My notes  seaem
pits and enlarging them

Pits

still
Jun

Lake is
leaving
group this
a 1@’ dia
pit. There
STAGS e
at did this
5 lak i
e
spot

The Upper
of fender
ArEAS. One
mealted over
their hwge
atanding
packed in
Close
Packpackers

closure. GRS
WEe anywawd.

Spot—-trip groups
at they aren’t underm
these steps aren’t

iy

deac
t

o

clem e b

mractly

Looer

Just

showl d

Fluying

Fyoideotas To

Loaken

nec

tThis

Rl ol

=3

Fyom t

nesd to he

witat thi
Crossin
@Hoep
bad pl

to
anc

Mey

trailor
o
C

the

i rieedd
sithmltted.

¢ this
il oat Crabbr
prager at Ty
targer—hol

y@ar

A

stored
el

ugh
ould A

the
HERAGOTN

this

seasons [
maintain
I
1

5

hrink

kept people from

ed to help

disaster
the pi
pounded

AV EAR

@
Eoin
L e ar
meter
1s 0 dust no
re ot down
. ) I sugaes
T . OR,
1 to  have
peaple in tao

b
the ef
Upper

1nms
taker,

included
petivaene

averhead all dag lonag.

=l list —-—

Coamp L

mampsl tes - 1 clon*t know what this 1=

P

=

d *to
done

it'e clo
fras hean

until
of work

1 bFreay e

e

ATTH

R e
list 3

A

Lent

clores .,

is but the stretoch from the PCT/Rock
g has bhean
t femun

ace 176

=
vlane .,
Wk
above

between  fGuyot

tation.

@rosion

the

a AVERas

o

i)

i e
only Lpent couple of days in Reock
waterbDars. The Siherian Pass trail
as are sections of the Army Pass

e A
Faul

Towov by

LT

Creal.
o1l we

came
Rock
the

neyey
L Yoo I il
with

hecauses
@e thatl
ndall didn®t
ed nozzl

There
Paul
have—

suppl les
o
won ks

sent out almost ZOAH of stuff.
of the junl in the attic.

and

et

Junk
t the

Firepits 1in
patrol area
eradicated

some 5@0-780 old
that Rock Creek
had far fewer problems with
largely becausae of the bhear boxes which
camping along the creek and at Guuot
kwepming people from leaving trash in

removed
ed ones such

hrave

in

the worst
large

are
trampling
rainftly which
A sequoia in
SUmmer some
that was

spot—-trip oroups
Themy and
5 Facormes ol

The
t @enlarging
nails in tre
and left a lag
wood at this
(Againy it

&

ot
this
group

BT

Fract he a

o
lose the
fives and
the lower

Pasin to fires.
no problem with
theve 1s Far les

Miter
i ave
whera

entire -
wti 1R a

lake =

quotaa. The fact
in Rock Creal:.
he a "sacrifice

dai ly
af the
Creek Lal

entry
e term
will

the

mn

=

Kok



area" I personally dont believe ANY area should he sacrificed.
Hold CPY responeible when their parties leave a mess
wun on them, are 1 by they mpot
ooking reasonal

if we come
the place
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like the Mite 2 of Crabitves Pass by largse  gro
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The new women’™s Morth Face pac

) are poaorly designed. The old
ars much better., The new cameras ars great

ars the new Movrth

Face foam sleeping pads. Gelt more!

I think we're trained, now. Good grisf. Sures wowld be nice to
the backocountry earlier.

I saw SUMmer was a
2 The backcountry. Tes
releasing balloons? I

Une of the most disturbing thinges
proliferation of dead helium balloons spread 11 o
there anything the NMPE can da to stop this trend of
G the other rangers have besn finding them all over also.

ALl din all, it was & nice auiet season and a wonderful summer.,
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