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U s e :  'Ji5;:i ,tor u s e  was ~ x w h a p s  h e a v i e r  t h i s  y e a r  t h a n  : l a s t  a t  Rocl.:: Creel.:: ,  -.-- 
w i t h  a v a s t  r r ~ a , j n r i t ! q  (of h i k e r s  p a s s i n g  t h r o u q h  (3n t h e i r  ~ d a y  t o  M t .  Whi t n e y  .l. 
N e w  Arm9 P a s s  w a s  a f a v o r i t e  t r a i l h e a c l  f o r  ti-re S i e r r a  C l u b ,  w i t h  8-10 
g r o u p s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  p a r k :  ! : h i s  w a g .  I n  r r r i d - - ~ u c j u ~ ; t ~  3 d i f f e r e n t  Sierra Clul:, 
t r i p s  e a c h  l e f  I: t h e  C o t t o n w o o d  I-a1::e.s t r a i  l h e a d  c3n 3 s u c c e s s i v e  d a r s ,  a1 1 
c r o s s i n s  Arrrry P a s s  .- I wa!s t o l d  - o n  t h e  ! x m e  d a y .  I s a w  F e w  grcoc..(ps o f  a n r  
C::ind of o v e r  15 p e o p l e .  T h e  h e a v i e s t  u s e  c o n t : i . n u e s  to h e  a t  U p p e r  Rocl.:: 
C r e e k  L a k e .  I  c c o n t a c t e d  many  partier:; h e a d i n g  t h r n ~ c s h  M j . t e r  B a s i n  t o  
C r a h t r e e  L a k e s  -- t h i s  r o u t e  seems to  b e  g e t t i n g  more p o p u l a r  a n d  is h e a v i l y  
u s e d  b y  t h e  S i e r r a  Clulo .  

Stocl.::  u . 5 ~ :  C o t t o n w o o d  PacC:: S t a t i o n  w a s  e v e n  b u s i e r  t h i s  y e a r  t h a n  l a s t .  On 

a f e w  w e e k e n d s  t h e y  h a d  a l .  1 t h e i r  s t o c k : ,  a%most "7m head, n u t  c3n t h e  t r a i l .  
e y  h a d  5 " a l l - - e x p e n s e  t r ~ p s "  t o  h i d e - o u t  c a m p  a t  L(2wer  Rocl.:: Cree l : :  1-aC::e. 
r t h e  6 w e e k s  f r o m  m i d - J u l y  t h r o u g h  l . . abor  Day  t h e r e  w a s  a l m c 2 s . l -  a l w a y s  a t  

least % s p o t  t r i p  i n  o n  H o c k  C r e e k ,  o f  t e n  2. T h i s  w o g l c l n ' t  h e  a p r o b l e m  
e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  u s e  U p p e r  Hock C r e e k  I-aC::e a l m o s t  es :c l i . t ! i ive l .y .  A s  n o t e d  
l as t  y e a r  a n d  b y  p r e v i o u s  r a n g e r s ,  t h i s  l a k e  s u f f e r s  t h e  worc;t i m p a c t  i n  
t h e  d r a i n a g e  a n d  is more v u l n e r a b l e  t h a n  many  o t h e r  areas.  T h e  spo t  t r i p s  
almost c l o u b l e  t h e  impact t h i s  l a k e  gets .  

I c o n t a c t e d  11 p r i v a t e  par t ies  w i t h  s t o c k ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  R a c k c o u n t r y  
S t o c k u s e r s  t r i p .  Rock:: Cree l : :  Pack:: S t a t i o n ,  G l a c i e r  Pacl.:: " I r ~ a i n s ,  a n d  R e d ' s  
M e a d o w s  P a c k  S t a t  i o n  e a c h  came t h r o u g h  a:Lso. 

a d o :  (See a l s o  l ~ ~ e a d o w  r e p o r t  1 T h e  m e a d o w s  were u n h @ I .  i e v a b l g  d r y  t h i s  
y e a r .  (Damp i n s t e a d  o f  o o z i n g . )  T h e  heaviI .y. . . - \ -~!aecj  1 t i i t r : i .ngers  b e h i n d  t h e  
L o w e r  L a k e  w e r e  a s  11~e.t a:; e v e r ,  t h o u g h ,  a n d  a l r e a d y  c;l-~(:,wed m o d e r a t e  t o  
s e v e r e  me(:hanica:L i m p a c t  w h e n  I: a r r i v e d  - (::Isel:) I-loo-f i r r r p r i n t ! ~ ,  broI.::en 
s t r e a m b a n k s ,  b r o k e n  soc l .  T h e  P a c k  S t : a t i o n  is u s i r \ ( ; ~  .tll:i.!r; area (1~e11 b e f o r e  a 
r a n g e r  a , - r i v e s .  I d o n '  t t h i n k  t h e  ! s t r i n g e r  meaclow!; !;l-1(3r,,\ :Lcl he g r a z e d  b e f  ( : ]re  
t :he e n d  a n  J u n e  o n  a ] . o w  s n o w  y e a r ,  later o n  a w e t  y e a r .  P e n n e d - U P  Meadow 
a l s o  s t a y s  v e r y  w e t .  When I  ar.r i v e d  I f a u n  (I' :sevel-e cjarrlage t o  t h e  meac:low 
r . ~ ; p e c j . a J . I y  w h e r e  t h e  t r a i l  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h .  C P S  take!; g r o l - t p s  u p  t o  S k y  :131utz7 
L a k e ;  e a r l y  ! s e a s o n  t r  i p s  m a k e  a h u g e  r r~e r : ; s  i n  Penned-01: )  - tl-IF damrage rita!!, f a r  
worse t h i s  gear t h a n  l a s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  u s e d  t : he  t r a i  l. !so e a r l y .  

A s s o c i a t j . o r ' l  i n s t a l l . e d  a d l - i f t  f e n c e  b e l o w  RC 
l-tnf o r t u n a  te series o f  rr~ir;t.tnderr-;t:anclingsr t h e y  d i  d  



a s l i p - ! s h o d  , j o b ,  !i;pencling a I-~a:l:l'-.-dag o n  t h e  i::)rc!,.je!:?. 'The . f e n c e  :i.s w i r e d  ti3 

ees a n d  h a s  a !;?wing:i.ng g a t e q  !.-;cr! :i.t d o e s n ' t  V I P P ~  t h e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  t r a i  1 
e w  s h o u l d  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l i y  r e c l o  .!:he fenc:::e r ' , e : c i  i ; ! . . r r r , ,  T h i s  p ro j ec t  

i d n ' t  seem t o  me,-:i t t h e  i m p a c t  uf 24. per.:!p:i.e and a : l . m o s t  b O  head o f  s t o c k  gC 
f o r  7 d a y s ;  i t  s e e m e c l ,  r a t h e r ,  a n  e x c u s e  .?ov a g r o 1 . 1 ~  (.,iL !:tacC::u:sers to  ( I ? ~ . I -  
togetl-~er f o r  a r.wel.:: i n  t h e  bac:I::c:ount:r w i t h  a n  a n ' ~ o u r , . t ' ~ u f  a n i m a l s  t h a t  f a r  
e x c e e d e d  t h e  q u u t  a .  1: s u (2 q e s .!: t h a ?: t 11 e I r I... I. : F i:, n A pi" a .. j e c t b a 
cc2rnrnenscrra't:e w i t h  t h e  arr~or..rnt o f  worC:: t o  I:?e d o n e ?  ancl  t h a t  u n l . e s 5  t : h e r e ' s  a 
r e a l l y  good ifiec3sc)n ? c ) r  ITIO~-e t h a n  201 I..lc:?a(:j of  :3170!:::1.::, -!:I-IP li)!;A < i ;hou ld  a d h e r e  ?-(3 

t h e  same r.1-t1.e~ l r !e  i . r npose  o n  a n y  c i t l - l c - 1 -  g r c ~ ~ . . r p .  'Th:i.ct q ~ - ( x u p  m a d e  a new c a m p  
w h e r e  n o n e  /-lad b e e n  I : ~ e f o r . e  o n  - t h e  nr7r.C-h i : tl..le cree l . : :7  a b o u t  75 fee.!- 
from1 wat:er. ' I " h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a s o n  .the g r o ~ . r ~  i : : ( ~ ~ . . ~ : l . d ~ ~ ' . t  3 1 . 1  h a v e  h e e n  u p  i n  t h e  
o l d  !site:; a n  t h e  b : l u . t f  a b o v e  t h e  i:reel.::. ' T h e r e  a r e  n m )  ! ! ~ e l l - w o r n  i t a2~I . : :  
Pa t t1 . s  cr. :i.s.;s-crosf.:ins t hc- a r e a ?  ancl  la\-ge trarr1p:lecl area5 wl- ere ?:he a n i m a l s  
w e r e  t l l ? d .  

!Vat l-lan ' s Meacjnw r e c e i v e d  v e r y  h e a v y  crr+eq at :I.eac;t: 3GI n :i. gh t : s ,  a n d  is a b o u t  
7 5 %  g r a z e d  niJw. Becal_r :~?e  i t  (Jjas so clr!.:~, rwc11anii::aI.  j .m~~ac t  :i.s n n l ! j  r r ~ o d e r a t e .  
T h e  c a m p s i  t e  %onI : : s  a w f ~ ~ l .  , p v e n  a f  t:er I  hovel. led n~ar i r - i re  a n d  t r i e d  t o  f i l l 
i n  hole!:; a n d  t r o u g h s .  

O v e r a l . l ,  I r e m a i n  1.rnin.lpressec.J t t h e  etl-1ic!3 o f  c;tc3cl.::crsel-s. T h e y  b u r n  
e n o r m o u s  l o g s ,  hacl.:: a t  a n y t h i n s  a n d  everg '! :h: i .ns ,  leave m a r l u r e  everywi- ere, 
l e a v e  s tac l . : :  t i e d  u p  st-tcl-I t h a t  t :hey paru b i . 9  ru t : ; ,  anc l  I u : i . l d  new f i r e p i t s .  
( A r t  M c C a l l ' s  p a r t y  br..ri:l.t o n e  5 ' '  fr131~1 . t h e  e ! ~ t a b : l i s k ~ e d  o n e q  r i g h t  a g a i n s t  iA 

r o c k : .  ) And t h e y  f r e q i . t e n t : l g  s h o w  a n i m ~ z i  t~ t:c!wards t h e  r a n g e r 7  s 
s u g g e s t  i o n s .  

g e t  m a n 9  c n r r ~ p l a i n t s  f r o m  b a c k p a c k e r s  clr- t r ing A u g u s t .  

c l o s e d  m e a d o w s  w e r e n '  t u!iet:l 'ko I T I ~  k n o t r ~ l e d g e ,  e x c e p t  1:ha.t I s a w  some 
a n i m a l s  g r a z i n g  i n  t h e  r a n g e r  s t a t i o n  r r~eadow w h i  le I .  w a s  h i c l i n g  f r o m  t h e  
DWR. RC Meadnw #:2 gets u s e d  some h y  an i r r l a1 . s  ~ O a n d e r i n s  clorl~n t h e  s t r i n g e r s  
f r o m  t h e  l a k e  a b o v e .  

gear-5:: A f t e r  W i . n t e r  s h o t  t h e  b e a r ,  i n c : i d e n t s  c l ropr :wd f ror r i  a b o u t  1 p e r  
.. - n i g h t  t o  n o n e .  I h e  b e a r  b o x e s  wt~rl.:: w e l : l . ,  a n d  i f  pec~p : I . e  c o n t i n u e  to  use 

t h e m ,  rnay b e  Hock  Cree l : :  won '  t h a v e  a p r o b l e m .  . . b e f o r e  .t l-IE. b e a r  w a s  C::i l l e d ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  i n c i d e n t s  u p  a s  h : i q h  a s  S k y  R l u e  I..-al::ei th i ! i s  it:; p r c n b a b l y  t h e  m a i n  
d r a w b a c l : :  t o  t h e  b o x e s  - t h e  b e a r s  wi1l.l. k e e p  g ( 3 i n g  h i g h e r  t o  f i n d  h u m a n  
f o o d .  

M~~_?, ,~ .~>;~ , j , j~ -  : N o t h i n g  e v e r  I - l a p p e n s  i n  I?oc_I.:: Cree l : : .  :[ h e a r d  t h r c w q h  t h e  
g r a r ~ e v i n e  t h a t  s o m e o n e  w i t h  a sol-e k n e e  w a s  f :Lnwn n u t  I:ny a CllP h e l i c o p t e r ,  
c a l 1 , e d  i n  b y  s o r r ~ e o n e  rl~itt-I a ham r a d i o .  

I c a l l e d  i n  a b o u t  15, rno!stl.i.j i n  Ju : I .g .  Ac.rsc.r!3t was h e t t e r .  T h e  
t inuor - r s  n o i s e  o f  h i g h e r - f  l y i n g  a i r c r a f t  is a:Lmo:;.t; as c l i s r u p t  i v e  a s  t h e  
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