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END OF SEASON REPORT, CHARLOTTE 1992
GEORGE DURKEE

" A backcountry ranger isnolessresponsibleincommandandinduty inhisdistrict thanthecaptain

of aship at sea.”
GordonWallace
Kern Subdistrict Ranger, 1946
STATS:
Visitor contacts: 1100
Stock Observed 40
Total Miles: 750
Law Enforcement Contacts
Citations 10 (adubious new record)
(Dog in backcountry--3; Fires--7)
Warnings 49

(weapons--3 [al peace officers]; camp on vegetation--22; fire--3; soap in water--4; litter--3; food
storage--6; too close to stream--8;

Emergency Operations:

SAR 2
Medicals 5
Fires (escaped campfires) 4
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It'slikedejavuall over again: Charlotte L ake hasgot to bethebozo center of theUniverse. It's been a
number of yearssincel'vebeen calleda'fucking asshole" whilewriting aticket; | think thiswasthefirsttime
it'sbeen done by a15 year old girl. Sigh.

Not too much critter use at Charlotte this season--3 groups. The meadowsimmediately above the East
Videttedrift fence, however, weredevastated, probably by overuse by Cedar Grove pack station. Not
much else of note. We cut to the chase:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) Thehigh number of citationsand L E hassleswere dueto A) the number of beginning/novice hikersthe
areagetsand, most importantly, B) thefailur e of theL one Pineofficeand USFStrailhead rangersto
emphasize NPSregulations. Both Alden and Gail havetalked and trained thesefolksendlessly. The
problem isthey don't seem to care. If our purposein supporting their operationsisto familiarize Park
userswith our regulationsand reduceimpact within SequoiaKingsNational Parks, we'rewasting our
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money withthem. Although Forest Servicepersonnel religiously giveout thewilderness permit, the permit
itself isnolonger especially relevant: thedropinthenumber of backcountry usersmeantrailhead quotasare
only occasionally exceeded.

The primary purpose of the trailhead ranger and office personnel isto emphasi ze minimum impact
regulationsbothverbally andwithwritteninformation. Itissignificant that of the10citationsl issuedthis
year, only onewasto apersonwho got their permit fromthe park. Inaddition, | wasat Charlottein'86 and
‘87 when Carolyn Lynch wasthe USFSranger at Onion Valley. Both yearshad many fewer enforcement
problems asadir ect result of theconscientiouseffortsof thetrailhead per son. Nina, at Road's End
makes sure she hasall the membersof the hiking party present when sheverbally goes over the most
important regulations. Shethenhandstheleader thepermit andliterature. Thisseemstowork.

A related problemisthat we'regiving out too much literatureto people We(andtheforest service) havea
total of only ahalf dozen regulationsthat requireemphasis, yet with both USFS & NPSliterature, people
aregetting about 10 pagesof reading material. Theoneswho needtoreadit don't. Weneedtowork with
the Forest Serviceand consolidate this stuff into no morethan two pages. The new NPS reg sheet that
comesout onthewhite paper isexcellent, that might beall weneed (I think the newspaper format might
only be useful to large groups--Boy Scouts--by having them promiseto go over it thefirst night out).

We should consider having asay inwhoever'shired astrailhead peopleaswell asgiving them extratraining
inNPSregulationsasacondition of givingthe USFSmoney for their operations.

2) Thesmall meadows 1/4 mileabovetheEast Videttedrift fencewerebadly overgrazed by the fall. The
grasswascropped downtolessthan 1/2inch. | believethiswasdonemostly by Cedar Grove Pack Station
(OnionValley only had spot tripsthere, asfar as| know). At thiscamp, stock had beentied lessthan 50
feet from the creek. In addition therewereanumber of small downed treesthat were sawn up for firewood
rounds--rather than just cutting oneall theway back, thetopsof 5were used, |eaving more stump ends.

| was not there to see or talk to whoever did it. It demonstrates the difficultiesinvolvedinenforcing
"voluntary” uselimits of an area.

3) BoththeMt. Gould and Windy repeaterswerenot working or worked so poorly asto be unusablefor
several weeksat atime. Both werereported right away yet nothing wasdonefor 3weeks. Visitor safety
(aswell asour own) requiresthat our officetakeamoreaggressiverol ein both monitoring, reportingon
and following up on radio problems.

A related problemiswith our morning checks. Althoughtheir primary purposeistofind out where we'll be
fortheday, | liketothink they'realso acheck to seeif we'restill breathing. WhentheWindy repeater was
out, SierraDistrict (accordingtoanother ranger) called meevery day onthat repeater without ananswer
from me (for 10 days!). They did not attempt to call me on another channel. There apparently wasno
concern about either therepeater not working or mebeingintrouble and unableto respond.

4) Takedownall "onenight limit" signson the Rae L akes L oop and removethat regul ationfrom the permit.
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(There'salargesignonthe Onion Valley trailhead, another at Rae L akesand, | think, acoupledown Bubbs
Creek).

5) Thestock usershave proposed 11,000ft. asan acceptablecompromisetothefirelimitintheKern. This
isridiculous--it is not amatter of some " offer/counter-offer" quibbling but being changed for areason:
protectingtheancient Foxtail forest and theaesthetic damagedoneby campfiresinthat area. Thepure
Foxtail/Whitebark zone beginsat 10,600 ft. That'swherethe upper firelimit in the Kern should be. The
Forest Service hasbanned campfiresentirely in the Foxtail zone.

A handful of exceptionscan bemadefor specifictraditional stock sitesthat havesufficient lodgepol epresent
to burn. I've taken pictures at various el evationsin the Kern which show the compl ete absence of down
wood at these el evationsand will submit themwhen they're processed.

6) TheCharlottedrift fenceneedsto becompl etely rebuilt. Thefencestill usesred snow stakesasfence
posts. Rangershaverequested thesebereplaced sinceat least 1980. Stock areal so getting aroundit quite
oftenandinto Charl otte M eadow causing moderate damageto the spahgnam meadow.

7) BEARSNo major problemsthisyear. | suggest another box at the Center Creek/JMT crossing in lieu of
one(aready approvedbut never putin) at Wheel barrow camp/IMT. Thelatter woul d seriously increase
useinafragile (alpinemeadow) area. | found that warning people about the Wheel barrow camp was
enough to keep people from using it and kept incidentsto almost 0.

Useof boxesby hikershasbecomegood enoughthat incidentshavedeclined dramatically inthe Bubbs
watershed. | examined about 50 bear scatsand foundfoil or plasticinonly 5. | suggest that rather than
spendtheir timecompiling bear incident reports, that thebear techs. doregul ar transects& collectionsof
bear scatsto get abetter ideaof bear/human food encounters.

Based on my observations| believewe'vereached apoint where bearsareforaging for food in anormal
way with backpackersnow only anopportunistic part of that foraging rather thanaprimary target.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

Consumesblesstill at Charlotte (1992):

12 Gal. Blazo

20 (at least) large plastic garbage bags

3 pkg. paper towels

8 rollstoilet paper

6 burlap bags

Plenty of nylon parachute cord

A ton of snow survey food (check with surveyors, but it wasoverstocked inthefall).

NEED:

2New generatorsfor theUnleaded 3 burner Coleman Stove (requestedin’'91 and againinearly '92)
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