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I was on duty  a t  Hockett  Meadows Ranner S t a t i o n  from June  1 9 t h  t o  
October  1 3 ,  1995, I vo lun teered  i n  t h e  Kern Canyon from October  1 5 t h  
t o  October 23, 1995. Dne t o  heavv spring. snow, T w a s  flown i n t o  
t h e  Hockett  Ranger S t a t i o n  on June 19 th .  The s t a t i o n  was mel ted out .  
There was t h r e e  t o  f o u r  f e e t  of  snow on t h e  meadow and s i x  t o  e i g h t  
f e e t  o f  snow cover ing  t h e  trails nn t h e  ~ l a t e a u  wi th  d r i f t s  t o  twelve  
f e e t .  I brought m y  t h r e e  head o f  s t ock  i n t o  t h e  backcountry on 
August 4 t h  when t h e  Atwell-Hockett trail was opened t o  s tock. (Cleared 
of  downed t r e e s  and most snow) 

During t h e  seasonT T p a t r o l l e d  913 m i l e s  o f  trail. (527 m i l e s  p a t r o l l e d  
on s tock  and 386 m i l e s  on foot . )  T con tac t ed  892 v i s i t o r s  t h i s  season. 
( 5  day h i k e r s ,  517 b a c k ~ a c k e r s ,  6  h u n t e r s  and 364'  s t o c k  u s e r s  wi th  
550 head of  s t ock , )  

The unusual  snnwnack was slow t o  mel t  o f f  t h e  trails. Snow and hi gh 
c reek  c r o s s i n g s  caused some v i s i t o r s  t o  t u r n  hack. Mineral  King 
Ranger S t a t i o n  d i d  an e x c e l l e n t  job of  in forming  v i s i t o r s  o f  t h e  
t r a i l  and backcountry cond i t i  ons. They di scouraaed people  from 
a t t empt ing  t h e  h igh  passes i n  t h e  e a r l y  summer and d i r e c t e d  most 
v i s i t o r s  i n t o  t h e  Hockett  P la teau .  Many of  t h e s e  v i s i t o r s  were n o t  
p repared  o r  equipped f o r  t h e  i c y  snow c o n d i t i o n s  and would probably  
have found themselves  i n  t r o u b l e  if they  had attemp+.ed a pass. Many 
people  l o s t  t h e  trail a t  Hnrse Creek t o  Hocket t  meadow, due t o  snow, 
even wi th  t h e  t r e e  markers. The markers were d i f f i c u l t  t o  fo l l ow  
wi th  a l l  t h e  downed t r e e s .  I s p e n t  most o f  June and J u l y  chopping 
o r  c u t t i n g  o u t  downed t r e e s  and marking t h e  trail j u n c t i o n s  and 
d igg ing  o u t  t r a i l  s i g n s  a t  junc t ions .  

The Atwell-Hockett trail was npened t o  s t o c k  i n  l a t e  Ju ly .  The T a r  

Gap t r a i l  i n  e a r l y  August and t h e  South Fork t ra i l  on A u m s t  17th .  

Due t o  slow snow melt and f l ood ing  o f  t h e  South  Fork o f  t h e  Kaweah, 

4 
a l l  meadows opened l a t e r  then  t h e  scheduled "wet year" da tes .  



A t o t a l  o f  59 f i r e p i t s  were worked i n  t h e  Hockett  a r e a  t h i s  season: 
T n b l i t e r a t e d  8 o t h e r s ,  The Hockett  meadow br idge  camp and t h e  

d s tock  camp rec i eved  a l o t  o f  use  t h i s  year. a long  wi th  t h e  South 
Fork s tock  ramps. Eve1 yn Lake r ec i eved  hj ghe r  day use ,  as many 
b a c k ~ a c k e r s  camped a t  Horse Creek and dav hiked t o  t h e  p l a t e a u  t o  
avoi d c a r r v i n n  heavv packs  through t h e  s l i p w r v  snow, Summit Lake 
i s  still a problem a rea ,  With i t s  r e l a t i v e 1 g  easv a c c e s s  from t h e  
snu th ,  i t  r e c i e v e s  a l o t  nf  u se  and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  abuse, T t  was 
acces sab le  t o  s tock  use  from t h e  sou th  i n  e a r l y  Ju ly ,  Thepe i s  

s t i l l  a nrohlem with  f o i l  being burned and t r a s h  l e f t  i n  f i r e p i  ts, 
I e s t i m a t e  100 pounds o f  garbage w a s  t aken  ou t  o f  p i t s  i n  t h e  Hnckett  
a r e a  t h i s  season. 

T saw 1 2  b e a r s  i n  t h e  area this summer wi th  v j s i  t o r s  r e p n r t i n g  16,  
None of  t h e s e  en te red  campsi t e s  o r  caused any problems t n  vi s 5  t o r s .  
( o r  v j  si t o r s  t o  them! ) T observed twn  ba ld  e a ~ l e s  i n  a t r e e  j u s t  
west o f  t h e  r ange r  s t a t i o n  and i n  October T saw one o r  two f l y i n g  
i n  t h e  Kern Canyon, (T t mag be a n e v t i n g  pa? r a t  Li t t l e  Kern Lake) 

There were t h r e e  Medivacs f rnm t h e  Hockett t h i s  season, One was 
-.J' evacuated on NPS s tock ,  one bv Mineral  K i  nn Pack S t a t i o n  and one 

by NPS h e l i  copter .  Fi rst A i d  assi sts i ncluded: d i  s loca t ed  f i n g e r ,  
spra i  ned ankle, b l i  s t e r s ,  s p l i  n t e r s ,  s c r a p e s  and sunburn, U s o ,  
s e l f  admini s t e r e d  first a i d  t o  your s  t r u e l v  f n r  a n  axe-bi t e ,  

F i r s t  A i  d  and Pen: ci 1 l i  n s h o t s  f o r  two weeks t o  an i n jured  t r a i l  
crew horse ,  L i t t l e  Brown, and e s c o u r t  o u t  o f  t h e  backcountry. 
F i r s t  A i d  and c a r e  f o r  one week t o  a lame Kern Ranner horse ,  JR, 
and e s c o u r t  f r n m  Kern R-S, t n  Quaking Aspen, 

T used 9 non-rechargeable r a d i o  b a t t e r i e s  dur ing  t h e  season, My 

r a d i o  had a problem with  sending and r e c i  ev ing  t h i s  s p r i n ~ ,  T+. 
w a s  s e n t  o u t  and r epa i r ed  and worked f i n e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  season: 
Thanks no t o  t h e  SuperJntendant  f o r  l oan ing  h i s  MT 10001 There 
seemed t o  be a l o t  o f  problems wi t h  t h e  r e p e a t e r s  t h i  s summer, 
Most o f  t h e  t i m e ,  i t  seemed t h a t  t h o s e  o f  u s  i n  t h e  backcountry 
could r e c i  eve f i n e ,  but  cou ldn ' t  send o r  be heard. 



- H i s t o r i c  Hockptt Barn: The barn flooded t h i  s s p r i n g  sometimp 
be fo re  m v  a r r i v a l .  Jack  Vance was n n t i f j  ed and pxplained t h a t  on 
r a r e  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  lqHockett Lake" f n r s  i n  f r n n t  o f  t h e  Ranger 
S t a t i o n ,  t hen  t h e  barn s e t s  f looded with  snow mel t  cornjng through 
t h e  w a l l s .  There were water marks on t h e  w a l l  about 1 81f up t o  
prove t h i  s. but  T a l s o  t h j  nk t h e r e  was water leakage  from t h e  roof  
t h i s  year and some of  t h e  t o n m e  and grnnve c e i l i n g  shows warpage 
a n d  water damage. The Barley Bin was flooded and L hags of  b a r l e v  
were r o t t e d ,  Any i t e m s  s t o r e d  on t h e  f l o o r  were soaked and i t e m s  
s to red  i n  bucket were ru ined .  A 55 g a l l n n  b a r r e l  w a s  taken over  
f o r  ba r l ey  s t o r a g e  and a n t h e r  flown i n  t o  use  f o r  virinter snow 
survey garbage. A 5n pound salt hlock had been s t o r e d  on t h e  f l o n r  
and apnarent-ly melted dur ing  t h e  flood. There i s  warnags t o  t h e  
f l o o r  boards nn +,he n o r t h  end of  t h e  cabin,  bu t  t h i s  mav be o l d  
damage. 

H i  s t n r i  c  Qui nn P a t r o l  Cabin: A fou r  f o o t  s e c t i  on of  roof  cap shi n g l e s  
came o f f  t h e  cab in  and t h e  roo f ing  f e l t  i s  ob~rious. Other s h i n g l e s  
are l o o s e  o r  missjng. I put  t h e  s h i n g l e s  under t h e  cab in  by t h e  back 
donr. 

The Hnckett p l a t e a u  seemed t o  have a high hear populat ion,  wi th  28 

s i ~ h t i n g s  and bear  t r a c k s  on t h e  trails was common. Tn t h e  f a l l ,  

t r a c k s  between t h e  s t a t i o n  and A t w e l l  M i l l  were t h i c k  and cons t an t ,  
but  t h e  b e a r s  were more e lus ive .  

No meadows were dry enough t o  open on t h e  scheduled Ifwet yearff  da tes .  
On August 1st; Hockett Meadow. Lower South Fork Meadow and Sand Meadow 
were opened t o  grazing. On Aums t  15 th ;  South Fork Meadow(Rock Camp) 
and Tunhy Creek Meadows were opened. On Aunust 25th;  Cvclone Meadow, 
Green Meadow, Summit Lake and Blossom Lake Meadows were opened. Most 
areas were l i g h t l y  m a z e d  o r  n o t  grazed a t  a l l  t h i s  season. The 

heav ie r  grazed areas included:  Upper and Lower South Fork Meadows. 
Stock use  seemed very low this year. There were hundreds o f  t r e e s  
down on t h e  trails, some resource  damage occured when s tock  had t o  PO 

L," 
i n t o  bnagy a r e a s  t o  ge t - a round  them. Some o f  this damage can be 
avoided i f  t h e  trail crew w i l l  l o g  a l l  t h e  trails be fo re  going on t o  



p r o j e c t  work and wate rbars  e tc .  Some trails were n o t  c l e a r e d  u n t i l  
September and a few were never  c l ea red ,  

d 
Meadow Monitoring: Tn September, T conducted r e s i d u a l  biomass mnni t- 
n r i n a  on on LL meadows Tn t h e  Hockett  area. Along wi th  t h e  new maps 
and photos. 

Meadow I1RepeatU Photns: I took r e p e a t  photos  f o r  most of t h e  meadows 
t h a t  needed updating. I w a s  unable  t o  n e t  back t o  South Fork Meadow 
o r  Cow  cam^ Meadow. 

1 ,000 Hour Fuel  Moisture Contents:  Weighed aria1 and ground f u e l  l o g s  
and r a d i o l d  r e s u l t s  t o  FOX twice a month, 

There were two l i g h t e n i n g  caused f i r e s  i n  t h e  a rea ,  bo th  were pu t  out.  
One i n  Eden Grove a n d  t h e  Cahoon F i r e .  There were no t r a i l  Closures ,  

HOCKRTT TRAIL CREW: P r o j e c t s  and Assists 

The t r a i l  crew came i n t o  t h e  Hockett on August 1 1 t h  and  l e f t  on Sept- 
ember 12, They r e b u i l t  many h i t c h r a i l  s t h a t  were broken by snow. 

"/ Thanks t o  t r a i l  crew Lorenzo f o r  f i x i n g  t h e  v i s i t o r s  h i t c h r a i l  by t h e  
s t a t i o n  and c u t t i n g  me firewood rounds, A s  a s tock  crew, they  need 
a f u l l  t i m e  packer o r  someone i n  charge o f  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  s tock,  The 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  past l l re  can n o t  handle  t h a t  many head f o r  an extended 
per iod ,  A t  t h e  end o f  August, a l though  t h e  crews d a i l y  annimals(6)  
were i n  t h e  p a s t u r e  a l l  week, when t h e  packer  came i n  overn igh t  a l l  

h i s  and t h e i r  s tock  was p u t  nut  i n  Hockett Meadow t o  graze,  Even 
wi th  t h i s  p l an  t h e  grass was very low i n  t h e  f a l l  and I o f t e n  pu t  
m y  r anne r  s tock  o u t  t o  gra7.e i n  t h e  open pas ture .  Tf a ~ a c k e r  were 
on s i t e .  t hen  t h e i r  an imals  should always g r a m  t h e  meadow and on ly  
s t a y  i n  t h e  n i g h t  before  a pack t r i p ,  The packer should a l s o  be 
w i l l i n g  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  f e n c e s  t h a t  h i s  s tock  t e a r s  down and c a r e  and 
doc to r  his s t o c k  and n o t  r e l y  on t h e  r anne r  t o  do h i s  work f o r  h i m .  

A b i g  Thanks t o  Kern Packer Ray f o r  r i d i n g  i n t o  t h e  Hockett and 
he lp ing  with  t h e  i n j u r e d  t r a i l  crew horse  and t h r e e  days  o f  fence  
b u i l d i n g  and r e p a i r s .  We were a b l e  t o  r e p l a c e  36 fence  posts .  
Thanks t o  Leroy f o r  f l y i n g  i n  45 fence ~ o s t s ,  r o l l s  o f  wire  and f o r  

-.-' t h e  new Echo chai nsaw a n d  fue l ,  Lernv was abl e  t n  g e t  t o  t h e  Hnckett  
f o r  a v i s i t  i n  Aumst.  Thanks t o  T,C. Lorenzo f n r  fence r e p a i r s .  



There aro two b r i d g e s  wi th  brok- s t r i n g e r s .  nne on t h e  Evelyn 
Lake trai 1 a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i s n o r t h  o f  Snuth Fork Meadow, The b r i  dne 
at t h e  South Fork Meadow/Lnwer Snuth Fork Meadow junct inn was f lond  
damaged-both approaches were washed n n t  and need t o  be r e f i l l e d ,  

A l l  t rai ls  need a l n t  o f  overhead ~ r u n i n g  and brushing.  The sou th  
fn rk  t r a i l  from C l o u ~ h  cave needs  a l o t  of  pruning and brushing f n r  

t h e  f i r s t  1; t o  L miles,  The crew brushed a long  some o f  t h e  Atwell- 
Hnckott trai 1 t h i  s year, 

The p a s t u r e  fence  h a s  36 new pos t s ,  i t wi 11 need ano the r  LO o r  so  
r ep l aced  a n d  t h e  new  re put  up. T put  in LL new meta l  p o s t s  and 
r e s e t  and s t r a i g h t e n e d  1 / Z  n f  t h e  m e t a l  p o s t s  t h a t  were damaged 
from t h ~  heavy snnw and because t h e  fence  was nn t  d r o ~ p e d  las t  f a l l .  
We need t o  f i nd  an easy way t o  a t t a t c h  and drop t h e  m ' re  t o  t h e  
meta l  posts .  Perhaps  t h e  p l a s t i c  Ifhot wireu connec tors  would work, 
Thj s i s on a wish 1 i  st, a p ~ a r e n t l  y t h e r e  are d i f f e r e n d  si z ~ s  of  
DoS~S??  

Kern Canyon Fence P ro j ec t :  Golden Trout d r i f t /boundarv  fence  w a s  
r e b u i l  t i n  October, I was nn t h e  p r o j e c t  wi t h  members o f  t h e  

u Rackcountrv Horsem~n of  C a l i  forni  a. Twelve n o s t s  w e r ~  rep laced ,  

t h r e e  s t r a n d s  of  new wire  n u t  UD, t h e  o l d  wire  w a s  d r o ~ ~ e d  and 
r o l l e d  and a new wire  g a t e  cons t ruc ted ,  There arQ t e n  e x t r a  r o l l s  
o f  wire still s t o r e d  a t  t h ~  Kern R.S. Thanks t n  t h e  Kern t r a i l  

crew f o r  l e a v i n ~  t h e  s p l i t  cedar  nosts!  ! Thanks t o  t h e  7 f n l k s  who 
worked on t h e  pro.iect and t o  t h e  hrave mules t h a t  c a r r i e d  t h n s e  
w ~ i  r d  l o a d s  a c r o s s  t h e  Kern River! 

LOCAL PROJECTS-ran~er 
P a s t u r e  fence r e b u i l d i n g  i n  spr i  ng 
Cut 25 t r e e s  o f f  o f  f e n r e  l i n e  
Moved 4.8 t r e e s  o f f  t ra i ls ,  c h o p ~ e d  36 tr-s o f f  t r a i l s  and c u t  72 

t r e e s  o f f  trai 1 wj t h  new chainsaw 

Replaced 36 wooden fence  p o s t s  and L metal p o s t s  on n a s t u r e  fence,  
Remnved n a i l s  from t r e e s  
Pai n t e d  and u ~ d a t e d  b u l l e t i  n  board 
Replaced m i  s s i n ~  s h i n g l e s  on s t a t i o n  and barn 

J 
Removed L r o l l s  o f  wire found a long  trail 
"Repeatn meadnw photos  o f  a r e a  



Local P ro j ec t s - r ange r  Conti nued 
1.000 hour f u e l  mois ture  conten t  s tudy,  w e i  ghed t w i  c e  a mnnth ( t n  FOY) 
Winter  Snow Survey Food Tnventnri e s  a t  Hnckett  R,S. and Buinn R,S. 
Restocked f i  rewnod a t  Hockett  R,S. and Qui nn R,S. 
Hauled i n  n l d  fence ~ n s t s  and c u t  up f o r  firewood 
Onaoi ng l i t t e r  p a t r o l  and fi  repi  t c lean+ ng 
Trai 1 f langi  ng f rnm Cnrner c reek  t o  Atwell M i  1 1  wi th  Linda Wallace 
Cleani ng o u t  harn a f t e r  f l ood ing  and di sposi  ng o f  bad b a r l e y  e t c ,  
Repai r e d  we1 1 pi pe hroken o f f  las t  fa1 1 

Put  wire  on some h i t c h  rai 1s 

Pro , j ec t s  For  1996 
Replace Ridge cap s h i n g l e s  at Qujnn R,S. 
R A D ~ ~ c ~  bear  c a b l e  bv s t a t i o n  ( N e w  c a b l e  needed) 
Conti nue P a s t u r e  Fence rebui l d i  na-need more ~ n s t s  flown 5 n. (40) 
Rep1 ace  R,S. "Hnckett Meadown sl m-it was s e n t  ou t  t o  be r e ~ a i r e d  

OTHER OBSFRVATTONS 

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  had t r a i l  crews o u t  t h i s  year. t hey  c l e a r e d  t h e  - ' trail t o  Tuohy Gap a n d  t h e  t ra i l s  t o  Summit Lake and t h e  0uinn 
en t rances .  

The Hnckett  d e e r  herd was 21 animal s a t  i t  s h i a h e s t  count. f i v e  
o f  t h o s e  being bucks. I n  1979, T seem t o  remember count ing  up t o  
60. I s  t h e r e  a known reason  f n r  this dec l ine?  

Mineral  King Pack S t a t i o n  had a mule wreck n e a r  t h e  e a s t  fo rk  b r i  dae, 
on t h e  Atwell-Hnckett t r a i l  i n  l a t e  Ju ly ,  The ~ a c k e r  d id  n o t  r e p o r t  
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  T l a t e r  l e a r n e d  from Linda Wallace t h a t  i t w a s  a 

s e r i o u s  wreck and t h r e e  mules d ied  and Two of  t h e  mules were ~ n c h e d  
o u t  by t h e  trail crew - t h e  t h i r d  mule w a s  never  l oca t ed .  

There i s  a new metal  p o s t ,  bu t  no new s ign ,  a t  t h e  Pecks  Canyon Entrance,  

The sj nk d r a i n  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  d r a i n s  slowly. I don ' t  know if t h e  sump 
i s  f u l l  o r  t h e  p ipe  may be cloaaed. A new plunger  and snake a r e  needed, 

\d 
The ou thouse  may need t o  be moved newt y e a r . ( s t a t i o n )  



RMERGENCY OPRRATTONS 

7-20 Pre-Search, t racked a boyscout t roop  through t h e  snow t o  
.d' - 

Summit l ake ,  Checked wi th  v i s i t o r s  about them and r epor t ed  t o  
Sesunia  D i s t r i c t  and Lodgepole, (They were n n t  y e t  nverdue-exit  F,S, 

8-5 Responded t o  r e p o r t  of  trauma in.iur;y a t  Clover Creek on t h e  Tar  
Gap t ra i l ,  Assessed i n j u r y ,  immobilized f r a c t u r e d  arm and r a d i o 1  d i n ,  

8-6 Medivac, man with  f r a c t u r e d  upper arm from Clover Creek t o  
Mineral  King v i a  NPS s tnck  with  assist from Steve  Klump, 

8-23 B i l l y  Hancock of t h e  t r a i 7  crew, encountered a woman wi th  a 

f r a c t u r e d  ank le  a t  Snuth Fork P a s t u r e  and arranged a f l i g h t  ou t ,  

8- 30 Search,  Kern Canyon and v i c i  ni ty-Tloran7.0 Search,  

LAW ENFORCEPilENT 

7-17 Verbal Warning - b e a r s  and food s t o r a g e  
u( 

7-1 9 C i t a t i o n  - Leaving Campsite Unclean (Food Storage)  

7-28 Verbal Warning - b e a r s  and food s to rage ,  Mineral  King Pack S ta t ion .  

7-50 Verbal Warning - b e a r s  and food s to rage ,  Mineral King Pack S t a t i o n ,  

8-1 Verbal  Warning - b e a r s  and food s to rage ,  Large backpacking grouD, 

8-10 v e r b a l  Warni nn - Trash i n  f i  r e n i t ,  G i r l s c o u t  Troop 

8-15 Verbal  Warning - Tent on grass, Horse ba r l ey  s t o r a g e  and bears.  
Balch Park Pack S t a t i  on, 

8-20 Verbal Warning - t o  c l ean  a l l  cans  and f o i l  from f i r e p i t  - b e a r s  

9-25 v e r h a l  Warning - Waanons dur ing  hunt ing season without ~ e r m i t ,  
9-27 BOLO - Two backpackers w i th  wsaDons i n  backcountry, 

-./' 



VISITOR ASSISTS 
6-24 Search f o r  l o s t  watch 

d - 9  Recieved found k n i f e  and r e p o r t  

7-17 Returned l o s t  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e  

7-26 F i r s t  Aid check, upper r e s p r i t o r y ,  backpacker hiked o u t  

7-29 Helped packers  vcLth s tock  - Mineral King Pack S t a t i o n  

7-30 Mineral King Pack S t a t i o n ,  t r i e d  t o  c a l l  MKPS about minor mule 
-- 
wreck rumors, heard about major mule wreck, r a d i o ' s  ou t  about t h e  
i t e m s  t h e  group l o s t  and needed. T.oaned t h e  groun two s l eep ing  baas. 
Helped packers  with stock.  

- 1  Radio6d  o u t  f o r  s tock  t o  be s e n t  i n  by MKPS t o  p ick  UP a s i c k  
f a t h e r  and son from Eve1.m Lake, 

7-31 Radi n6  d nu t  t o  MKPS t o  use  t h e  nacker i n  t h e  area f o r  t h e  medi- 
vac. a s  t h e  o t h e r  group was n o t  l e a v i n g  v e t ,  

8-11 F i r s t  A i  d. woman w- t h  a dj s1 oca ted  f i  naer ,  she had r e a l i  aned ?'t. - T checked swel l i n g  and s ~ l i  n ted  i t. She w a s  a b l e  t o  ri de ou t ,  She 
l a t e r  went t o  t h e  MKRS t o  have h e r  r i n g  c u t  o f f  a s  advl sed, 

8-18 Lnaned ou t  t h e  shoeing kj t 

8-24 H e l ~ e d  Mineral  King packer t n  ca t ch  s tock  which were tangled  
UD i n  t h e i r  r o p e s  and having a wreck. 

9-3 I n j u r e d  t r a i l  crew hnrse ,  F i r s t  A i d  and 2 weeks of c a r e  and shn t s -  
Puncture  wound t o  r i g h t  hind f n n t  and cu t  on bulb, 

9-5 Picked up Horse Fi rst A i  d s u m l i e s  and c j  l l i  n from HQ f n r  

i n j u r e d  trai 1 crew horse. 

9-18 A f t e r  ri ding o u t  f n r  t r a i n i n g ,  f lew back i n t o  Hnckett wi th  t h e  
v e t  and Packer Rav. The v e t  deadened t h e  hn r ses  food and T hiked nut 
uri t h  Packer Ray l e a d i n g  t h e  hnrse ,  while T herded f rnm behind, 

9-29 A s s i  st wi th  trai 1 a l a n s  

d' 10-8 Possibl  F! l o s t  h jke r - I  contacted t h e  man s t i l l  i n  t h e  Hockett 
a r e a  and informed h i m  t h a t  his f r i  end had hiked nut  t o  t h e  trai 1 head- 



T had another  g r e a t  yea r  i n  t h e  backcountry, T t  was a very 
s p e c i a l  s p r i n g  wi th  all t h e  snow, I l e a r n e d  a l o t  about snow 

.-J 
br i  dges, hi gh water  c rns s i  nas. i ce  ayes  and why people buy s t p e l  
t ned  boots ,  T enjoyed re-em1 o r i n a  t h e  Hnckptt P la teau .  s i n c e  T 
haven ' t  been here  s i n c e  1979. I t  was a cool  summer wi th  on ly  two 
bi g 1 i ahteni  ng s torms and m i  11 i o n s  o f  mnsauitnes, ( they  were stj 11 

o u t  i n  m i  d-nctnber l )  T s a w  a l o t  o f  new countrv  and trai 1 s and 
l e a r n e d  a1 o t  about t h e  a r ea ,  T had many vi sits from NPS f o l k s  
who hiked o r  rode i n ,  Thanks f o r  t h e  v i s i t s ,  m a i l  d e l i v e r y  and 
n t h e r  goodi es. 

Thanks t.0 S ~ a u n i  a D i s t r i c t  f o r  a l l  t h e  he lp  and supp1ies. Esneci a l l y  

f n r  t h e  loaned  r a d i n  and r e p a i r  and r e t u r n  o f  mine. I t ' s  wnnderful 
t n  have good cnmmunications! Thanks t o  t h e  t r a i l  crew f o r  some 
g r e a t  meals  and t h e i r  help., Thanks aga in  Leroy f o r  t h e  npw chain- 
s a w .  And t n  mv s t o c k  t h i s  year: Hnnev. M i  t ch .  mv favor?  t e  mule and 
Rambo who i s t u r n i n g  i n t n  a good ri ding a n d  l e a d  horse.  

Have a good win te r  and HAPPY TRAILS!! 

Cindy J o  Wood 
Hnckett Meadows Ranaer 

PTS. T thought t h e  F i r s t  ~ e s p o n d e r / ~ ~ ~  t r a i n i n g  w a s  a r e a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  hands on sene r io .  I t  w a s  an e x c e l l e n t  r e f r e s h e r ,  




