
KERN RAXGER STATION 

END OF THE SEASOF MFORT S u e r i e  Levin 

SUWIARY : 
I was on duty a t  t h e  Kern S t a t i o n  from June 24 u n t i l  Sept . j30 .  

Due t o  heavy snowpack and w e t  meadows, I could n o t  b r i n g  my s t o c k  i n  

u n t i l  August 5 through Quaking Aspen. For t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  t h e  sea- 

son I was on f o o t .  421 mi le s  were p a t r o l e d  on f o o t ,  329 mi le s  on 

s t o c k ,  and 649+ v i s i t o r  c o n t a c t s  were made wi th  148 of t h o s e  be ing  

Stock  Users  w i t h  222 head of  s tock .  105 f i r e r i n g s  and campsi tes  were 

e i t h e r  removed o r  r e h a b i l i t a t e d .  Two Courtesy t a g s  were i s s u e d  

.- (one  f o r  a messy campsite wi th  l i t t e r  and unsecured food,  t h e  o t h e r :  
f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  p o s s e s s  a wi lde rness  ~ e r m i t ) .  One s e a r c h  was sucess- 

f u l l y  conducted and no medivacs. 
About h a l f  o f  my n i g h t s  were s p e n t g  a t  t h e  r a n g e r  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  

. o t h e r  h a l f  . i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I had one b e a r  i n c i d e n t  r e p o k t  occur ing  a t  
Lower Funston Stock  camp. Opening d a t e s  $ o r  meadow g r a z i n g  ranged 

from August 1 t o  September 1 .  Most t r a i l s  i n  t h e  Kern- ,area were 
A -  . 

fl a c c e s s a b l e  t o  backpackers by mid-July. V i s i t a t i o n  was do& 30% from 

l a s t  y e a r .  Majo r i ty  of v i s i t o r  use occured between ~ u ~ u s t ' ~ k ;  ' and .  
-, . 

Labor Day ieekend.  - 
-, Major emphasis was campsite r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  from Hot Spr ings  t o  

J u n c t i o n  Meadow and garbage removal. S p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  was t h e  place:. ..- .-*- 
ment of-new Hot Spr ings  s i g n s  and b u l l e t i n  board and &&ah&-i;shing a 

management p o l i c y  t h e r e .  



I. Maintenance 
A. T r a i l s  

Due t o  heavy runof f  t h i s  l a s t  s p r i n g ,  t h e r e  weye hazzardous 

s t ream cross ings  on a l l  t r a i l s  t o  t h e  Kern i n  t h e  beginning of t h e  
season except  Quaking Aspen t o  Coyote Creek. By mid-July , t h e  Kern 

t r a i l  was accessab le  on f o o t  up t o  i%itney Creek. By t h e  end of 
J u l y ,  a l l  stream;: c r o s s i n g s  were fo rdab le  al though hazzardous warn- 

i n g s  were cont inued through e a r l y  August. 
The Kern t r a i l  between Lewis Camp and t h e  Hot Spr ings  was es- 

g e c i a l l y  wet and boggy u n t i l  t h e  beginning of August. Belorat;.Ghag&+ 

pa--Fa12 sT;for 1/4 mi le ,  t h e  r i v e r  broke t h e  bank and inundated t h e  

a r e a  wi th  water .  A s  q u i c k l y  a s  weather and s t ream c o n d i t i o n s  allowed, 

t h e  Kern T r a i l  Crew tackLed a r e a  by a r e a  opening and r e p a i r i n g  t r a i l s .  

By t h e  second week i n  August, a l l  t r a i l s  i n  t h e  Kern a r e a  were c l e a r  

and i n  good cond i t ion .  
The t r a i l  r e g i s t e r s  a t  Lewis Camp and Coyote Pass  a r e  i n  f i n e  , 

shape. The r e g i s t e r  a t  t h e  Soda Creek t r a i l  j unc t ion  was des t royed 

by snow and removed. 

,- 

B. S igns  

I removed t h e  two I fJunct ion  Meadowp- Closed t o  Grazingff s i g n s  i n  

t h e  iipper.Kern. That l e a v e s  one a t  Lewis Camp and one a t  t h e  Wallace 
A 

Creek/PCT t r a i l  j unc t ion .  The one a t  Lewis Camp h a s  p e r t i n e n t  g raz ing  
i n f o r n a t i o n  b u t  should be r e p l a c e d  with a s m a l l e r  s ign :  

. s t  Grazing r e s t r i c t i o n s  s u b j e c t  t o  change depending 
on meadow c o n d i t i o n s  .- -- 
Upper and Lower Funston Meadows - 48hr. limit per  
pa r ty .  

A t  t h e  Hot Spr ings ,  I removed t h e  ffNo s t o c k  behind Tencell s i g n  

and put  i n  near.'!Fra@~elEieadowE:and "No Soapff s i g n s  a s  we l l  a s  a 
b u l l e t i n  b o a r d .  There a r e  two s p a r e  "FFagile Meadowff s i g n s  s t o r e d  a t  

t h e  Hot Spr ings  T r a i l  Crew cache. The "No Soapff s i g n  i s  grammaticably 

i n c o r r e c t  and should be r e p l a c e d  wi th  a new s i g n  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  Kern 
Ranger S t a t i o n .  . 

' The b u l l e t i n  board provides  camping and bea r  c a b l e  informat ion .  

I t r i e d  t o  l o c a t e  i t  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  with r e g a r d - t o  v i s i b i l i t y ,  a s t h e t i c s  

and a problem camping a rea .  I t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  wording on t h e  s i g n s  

s h o r t  and simple. S ince  August, when I i n s t a l l e d  t h e  s i g n s ,  I 



KERN R.S. 1983 

. ques t ioned every v i s i t o r  i n  t h e  a r e a  what t h e i r  impress ions  were - of a  b u l l e t i n  board i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  backcountry,  and I got  : '-- 

no th ing  b u t  p o s i t i v e  feedback. I n  f a c t ,  many reques ted  I be  more 
e x p l i c i t  wi th  t h e  informat ion  on t h e  s i g n s  concerning camging and 

f i r e s .  Next season,  when t h e  s i g n s  a r e  redone, they  should i n c l u d e  

r e a s o n s  and o b j e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  r u l e s  i n  smal l e r  p r i n t .  One l a r g e  

s h e e t  of p l e x i g l a s s  i s  needed t o  cover  t h e  b u l l e t i n  board and pro- 

t e c t  t h e - s i g n s ; ( l a m i n a t i n g  paper does n o t  l a s t  very l o n g ) ,  

The sho t& Pass  t r a i l  needs a  new s i g n :  

; Shotgun Pass  1 3/4 miles --3 

-. Main emphasis of  campsi te  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  was i n  t h e  Hot Spr ings  

and Junk t ion  Meadow a r e a s .  On t h e  Hot Spr ings  b u l l e t i n  board i s  a  
map of campsi tes  and b e a r  c a b l e s  a t  both.Rot Spr ings  and J u n c t i o n  

Meadow. .The es t a l j l i shed  campsi tes  a t  each l o c a t i o n  a r e  desg ina ted  by 

a s m a l l  r e u s a b l e  - Iow-naiptenznce - -  .--- f i r e p i t .  I encourage v i s i t o r s  

v e r b a l l y  and through t h e  b u l l e t i n  baard t o  camp i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  czmp- 

s i t e s  and no new f i r e p i t s  in t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  areas'. Also,  I r e -  
- q u e s t  they  c l e a n  o u t  t h e i r  a shes  b e f o r e  they  l e a v e  and  do h o t  use  

. - . - .  . 
. : .  . . .  . r o c k s  . . .. . . .,. . . .:. .. : >  .. . . . .  . .. ... . . 

- r 
. . 

. . 
- ,  . .. . .  . ., . . ... ,. . .,. . 

. . . . I made s ix  campsi tes  a t  t h e  Hot Spr ings  and t h r e e  a f  ~ & C t i o n .  -. 

~ e a d o w . .  These a r e a s  a r e  now low maintenance and r e q u i r e  p a t r o l  througl 

- _ a t  l e a s t  once -every two . w e e k s l d ~ i n g  peak season ( l e s s  o f t e n  a t  . 

Junct ion  Meadow).to p i c k  up t r a s h  and c l e a n  f i r e p i t s  t h a t  campers 
may have neglebted ,  Without t h e  l a r g e  rock  f i r e r i n g s ,  t h e  camp- 

s i t e s  l o o k  c l e a n e r  and more inconspicuous,  
The s i x  s i t e s  a t  t h e  Hot S p r i n g s  a r e  smal l ,  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  

and  can accommodate up t o  s ix . ,  n o m o r e  than  n ine ,  campers comfortably 

p e r  s i t e .  During peak season,  u s u a l l y  t h e  a r e a  is  packed,mith l a r g e  

groups of  10 t o  25 t a k i n g  over  s e v e r a l  s i t e s , o v e r f l o w i n g  onto  t h e  

t r a i l ,  and crowding o u t  s m a l l e r  p a r t i e s .  I have pos ted  a s i g n  and 

r e q u e s t  t r a i l h e a d s  t o  inform v i s i t o r s  t h a t  groups of 10 o r  more . 
camp 1/4 m i l e  sou th  of t h e  Hot Spr ings  by t h e  Kern Bridge.  The a r e a  

t h e r e  is open, f l a t ,  and more accommodating--for l a r g e  groups .&tb' l e s s  

impact  on t h e  a r e a  and o t h e r  v i s i t o r s .  One l a r g e  S i e r r a  Club group 
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of 16 1 t a l k e d  t o  were q u i t e  p leased  wi th  t h e  arrangement. Large 
T groups u s u a l l y  haire t o o  much food t o  hang, s o  be ing  f a r  from t h e  

b e a r  -tiles i s  no problem. 
A l l  t h e  bear  c a b l e s  have been used and hzve s u ~ c e s s f u l l y  d e t e r r e d  

b e a r s  from backpackers1 food. However, t h e r e  i s  a  problem with 

rope  g e t t i n g  t ang led  on t h e  cabIe  and abandoned. It i n c r e a s e s  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  nex t  v i s i t o r l k ~ ~ r o p e  t o  g e t  t ang led  up i n  i t .  A l l  

r i v e  b e a r  c a b l e s  have rope  hanging from it. I need something l i k e  
C 

a k n i f e  bh- th=rend of  a col lapsable-  s t i c k  t o  c u t  t a n g l e d  ropevcha 

cab &e;s and t r e e  branches.  
Two a r e a s  of concern over  campsi te  rehab and f i r e r i n g s  a r e  

F o r e s t e r  Lake /L i t t l e  C l a i r e   lake^, and Bf @.r~6$0.  Next- season,  a 

j o i n t  e f f o r t  between t h e  L i t t l e  gkve and Kern Rangers toi'cik6rkron.t - 

t h o s e  a r e a s  would prove most e f f e c t i v e .  I . ' .  

D, Fences 

The f e n c e s  and g a t e s  a r e  a l l  i n  p r e t t y  good shape. The Fence 

Removal Crey d id  a good job i n  removing the  o l d  f ences  on t h e  e a s t  

s i d e  of  t h e  Kern. A l l  t h e  wire  and meta l  fence p o s t s  were flown out .  

The fence  t h a t  runs  t h e  boundry l i n e  nor th  of Gblden T r o u t  Creek on 

t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  Kern was r e p a i r e d  and s e c t i o n s  r e b u i l t t t h i s  

season and n o b i s  i n e . x c e l l e 6 t  cond i t ion .  

E. MeadowsyGrazing 
I completed D e b e n n e l i d e t t i ~ s  Meadow Monitoring form f o r  t h e  season 

The Kern a r e a  was n o t  open t o  s t o c k  u n t i l  August 1 due t o  wet 
m e a d o w s ~ a n d l t t a i l  , c o n d i t i o n s .  Upper Funston was t h e  f i r s t  meadow , 

bpen t o  s t o c k  w i t G  Upper R a t t l e s n a k e  a d  Junct ion Meadow t o o  wet un- 
t i l  l a t e  August. Lower Funston was &der  water  most of  t h e  season. 

Although I posted Lower Funston c losed  f o r  g r a z i n g  u n t i l  Eeptember 1 
w i t h  a l t e r n a t i v e  g r a z i n g  a=ld camping 1/4 m i l e  n o r t h  a t  "Poin t  Camp,1t 

I had ~ r o b l e m s  wi th  s t o c k  groups t rampl ing  through t h e  wet meadow t o  
g e t  t o  t h e  s t o c k  camp on t h e  f a r  s i d e ,  Stock groups do n o t  seem t o  

b o t h e r  s t o p p i a g  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  r ead  t h e  g raz ing  r e g u l a t i o n s , a n d  
t h e  USFS i s  n o t  provid ing  adequate  o r  c o r r e c t  i n f o ~ m a t i o n ,  One so lu-  

t i o n  would be a  small  temporary s i g n  on a  grape s t i c k  p l a n t e d  a t  each 



. problem meadow cxosed f o r  graz ing .  

Tying t o  t r e e s  i s  s t i l l  a  h a b i t  o f  many s t o c k  use r s .  The i d e a  
of p u t t i n g  i n  h i t c h i n g  r a i l s  i n  c e r t a i n  key a r e a s  i s  good excegt  
many s t o c k  u s e r s  have more s t o c k  t h a n  cax be tked  t o  one h i t c h i n g  

r a i l .  I d e a l l y ,  they  should l e a r n  t o  t i e  t o  a  rope between two t r e e s .  

I would l i k e  t o  f i r s t  t r y  Mike Wil l ians t (Rowel l )  i d e a  of  p o s t i n g  a : 
s m a l l  b u l l e t i n  board (21x21 ) i n  Lower a d  Upper Funston Stock Camps  

w i t h  b tock  s p e c i f i c  information.  

F. T o i l e t s  . . 
The t r a i l  crew dug new h o l e s  a@ r e l o c a t e d  the;-BpperrEunstori and 

' Hot S p r i n g s  t o i l e t s .  The Upper- Funston t o i l e t  h a s  a  n i c e  view o f  t h e  

meadow, and t h e  Hot Spr ings  t o i l e t  h a s  a n i c e  d i r e c t  view of  one of 

t h e  campsi tes  50 yds.  away. Next season,  t h e  t r a i l  crew p l a n s  t o  

e i t h e r  add a n o t h e r  s i d e  t o  t h e  t o i l e t  f ence  o r  move t h e  fence  t o  

'obscure t h e  view. 

G. Garbage 

I c o l l e c t e d  and packed about 650 pounds of garbage c o l l e c t e d  

. from two o l d  garbage p i t s  l o c a t e d  a t  Ra t t l e snake  Creek on t h e  Kern a 
and behind t h e  Kern S t a t i o n .  I packed a31 t h e  garbage, f ence  p o s t s ,  

and a s s o r t e d  misc. i t e m s  dorm t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  be flown ou t .  Every- 
t h i n g  (about  845 l b s . )  was flown o u t  i n  September. 

. - 

B, S t a t i o n  

Bob H a i l e  checked ou t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  cabin  and s a i d  it 
was i n  p r e t t y  good shape. The c h i n k i n g  needs r e p l a c i n g  and t h e  f i r e -  

p l a c e  chimney has a few holes .  He had me d i g  d i r t  away from t h e  
founda t ion  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  cabin.  The t r a i l  crew touched up 

t h e  cabin  and r a i l i n g s  with redwood s t a ~ .  I pa in ted  t h e  i n s i d e  of 

t h e  outhouse.  The plywood w a s  flown in f o r  t h e  t o o l '  shed door;  s o ,  
n e x t  season,  t h e  doors  need t o  be p a i n t e d  and hung. 
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,' 
11, VISITOR COIiTACT 

A. V i s i t o r  Use 
V i s i t o r  use  seemed low compared t o  p a s t  yea r s .  My number of 

v i s i t o r  c o n t a c t s  t h i s  season was about 73% of l a s t  yea r .  The r a t i o  
of s t o c k  u s e r s  t o  backpackers t h i s  yea r  equaled l a s t  year .  Due t o  

'heavy snow c o n d i t i o n  and hazzardous n a t e r ,  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  

drop  in v L ~ i t o r  Fee. I s z~ : . ade~?erage - -o f?~ ; - -3  people a  day through 
J u l y ,  most peoale ' e n t e r i n g  Golden ~ i o u t  t r a i l h e a d s .  By t h e  begin- 
n i n g  of  August, backpackers s t a r t e d  coming over  F r a n k l i n  PassFaad 
Farewel l  Gap. Labor Day weekend had  t y p i c a l  heavy use.  On t h e  first 
day o f  h u n t i n g  season,  I c o n t a c t e d  two h u n t e r s  on t h e  bbhdr-y. 

Few s t o c k  p a r t i e s  trateG&_jfartfier%d&t&b~o t h e  *'park than  : 

Lewis Camp. Uwper - Funston had l i g h t  use.  A few p a r t i e s  ven tu red 'up  

t h e  Kern and around t h e  S i e r r a  Cres t .  Severa l  p a r t i e s  t r a v e l e d  t'2 
through t h e  p a r k  t o  g e t  t o  Coyote Lakes. V i s t o r s  r e p o r t e d  heavy 

s t o c k  use  ( up t o  80 s t o c k  u s e r s  seen on one t r a i l  on one day)  in t h e  
Golden Trout  Wilderness. 

. -. B. Informat ion  and. -%ilosoghy 

'Again,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  I s t r e s sed  minimum impact camping emphasizii 
f i r e s ,  a s h e s ,  and garbage. My philoso&y:on those  i s s u e s  is b a s i c a l l y  

do no t  .use  r o c k s ,  do n o t  burn garbage, and g e t  r i d  of ashes.  I 
b e l i e v e  i n  d i s p e r s i n g  camping by encouraging v i s i t o r s  t o  breakup - a l l  

campsi tes  except  t h e  des igna ted  ones a t  t h e  Hot S p r i n g s  and Junct ion  

Meadow. A s  f a r  a s  I ' m  concerned, p e o ~ l e  can camp anywhere they l i k e  

as  l o n g  a s  t h e y  do n o t  cause r e s o u r c e  damage and they  l e a v e  no t r a c e  

of  where they  have been. 
people have t o  l e a r n  t o  c l e a n  u_o a f t e r  themselves.  I f  a e  en- 

courage them t o n u s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s i t e s ,  t hen  we encourage them t o  ' 

be l a z y ,  unaware, heavy impact campers. Our job should n o t  be to 
c l e a n  up t h e  same s i t e s  v~eek a f t e r  week t h a t  encourage t h i s  k ind  of 

u s e ;  i n s t e a d ,  we should be e d u c a t i n g  people t o  be r e s p o n e b l e  and 
c l e a n  up t h e  few s c a t t e r e d  s i t e s  where people " t r i ed l1  ( a t  l e a s t )  t o  

l e a v e  no t r a c e  of t h e i r  campsi te .  They may do a  lousy  job, but  they  

a r e  t r y i n g  and l e a r n i n g ,  and our  work and e f f o r t s  a r e  no t  wasted. 

Granted,  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  a r e a s  t h a t  c a l l  f o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  s i t e s  

l i k e  t h e  Hot Spr ings ,  High S i e r r a  T r 2 i l  west of Kaweah Gap, F o r e s t e r  



\ 
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.Lake because of no a l t e r n a t i v e s .  Yet ,  in t h e  r e s t  of t h e  backcountry,  
i 

d i s p e r s a l  of v i s i t o r s  w i l l  have l e s s  impacQ and we should n o t  have 

t o  run  a f t e r  every camper t o  c l e a n  up behind them, 
I n  t h e  Kern, most campsites l e f t  by v i s i t o r s  may be used only  

2 o r  3 t i m e s  a  season by o the r  p a r t i e s .  They grow t o  be numerous and 

unsight ly. .as  w e l l  a s  encourage r e s o u r c e  damage. An e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r e -  
rihg o r  a  s t a c k  o f  firewood w i l l  e n t i c e  a camper t o  have a  f i r e  even 
t h o u g h - t h a t  person could of cared l e s s  whkthw h e  had a  f i r e  o r  not ,  

It was convenient .  I f  t h e r e  were a s h e s  when he a r r i v e d ,  you can b e t  
, 

h e  k i l l  l e a v e  his ashes  too. I t e l l  people t o  use  s m a l l  f i r e p i t a ,  
. . 

: \ 
g e t  r i d  o f  . t h e i r  ashes ,  cover 6 t e r  t h e  f i r e p i t ,  and s c a t t e r  t h e i r  

- .  *Y - ... 
-. f i re i6od. - -  d o n ' t  make it 6asy f o r  t h e  nex t  person. Le t  them work f o r  
- - -  ' ,  r - 

r J  

t h e i r  & w i l d e r n e s s  experience.  Make people  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  

a c t i o n s .  - 
7 :; - _. V i s i t o r s  a r e  g e t t i n g  t o o .  much c o n f l i c t i n g  in fo rmat ion  of  back- . 

country use  and camping. ;'je a l l  have d i f f e r e n t  ph i losoph ies ,  b u t  we 

( t r a i l h e a d s ,  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  B.C. r a n g e r s ,  USFS) need t o  coord ina te  o u r  

e f f o r t s  t o  inform v i s i t o r s  and be c o n s i s t a n t ,  

: - 
C.   ear I n c i d e n t s  

Dug t o  low b i s i t o r  use and b e a r  c a b l e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  problem 

a r e a s ,  v e r e  were very few bea r  problems i n  my a rea .  I took on ly  
one bea r  i n c i d a n t  r e p o r t ,  though I p a t r o l l e d  t h e  Hot Spr ings  a r e a  

more f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  y e a r s  pas t .  The i n c i d e n t  occured a t  Lower Fun- 
s t o n  t o  a - s t o c k  p a r t y .  There was a l s o  a  smal l  young b e a r  prowling 

around Lewis Camp most of t h e  summer, 
I met s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s  us ing  t h e  b e a r  c a q i s t e r s .  Most people  

had n e g a t i v e  comments concerning t h e  inadequa te  y e t  b u l w  s i z e  and 
e x t r a  weight.  Also, s e v e r a l  v i s i t o r s  mentioned t h a t  t h e  c a n i s t e r  

needs a  Fay i n  which a  person can s e c u r e  t h e  c a n i s t e r  t o  a  t r e e  o r  
rock  s o  a b e a r  cannob r o l l  i t  away o r  i n t o  a  r i v e r .  . 

D. Warnings - and Medivacs 

I i s s u e d  no c i t a t i o n s  and two Courtesy Tags. One t a g  was to ,  

l e a v e  absen tee  campers a  note  about a  messy campsi te ,  t h e  o t h e r  was 

f o r  a  s t o c k  u s e r  who had a  gun, no permi t  and was p e s t e r i n g  people  

t o  g i v e  him food. I warned him vrrbally and i s s u e d  t h e  t a g  a6  a . . 



f o r m a l i t y  warning t h a t  next  he w i l l  r e c e i v e  a c i t a t i o n .  He 3hen l e f t  
, 

t h e  park.  - . , I 

No medivacs. I had one search  a s s i s t e d  by Sandy Grabin (8-1-5) 
f o r  an tfabandonedll camper s u f f e r i n g  from h igh  a l t i t u d e  s ickness .  We 

found him i n  good cond i t ion  and r e u n i t e d  him wi th  h i s  pa r ty ,  

111. Odd I g c i d e n t s  
A t  t h e  Bearpaw Ranger S t a t i o n ,  whi le  a t t e m p t i n g t o  - l i g h t  $he 

propane water  h e a t e r ,  g a s  i g n i t e d  i n  an  explosion and I rece ived  
second degree  burns on my f a c e  from t h e  f lashback,  I f i l l e d .  ou t  a .. .. 

' - %  %-..; 
a 343 form on t h e  i n c i d e n t  and an a c X d m i t . r e p o r t .  It was due t o  . - . - -, - - -  , .--. ;..: = 

human e r r o r  on part b u t  I f e e l  i t  could happen t o  anyohe because .* , - 
-. f _ .-, , 

. of t h e  dangers  of human e r r o r  i n h e r e n t  i n  propane equipment wi th  s o  -,. 
- - -  

many d i f f e r e n t  people u s i n g  it. 
T h i s  r a n g e r  i s  not i n  favor  of r e p l a c i n g  wood s t o v e s  wi th  propane 

s t o v e s  and wa te r  h e a t e r s  i n  t h e  backcountry s t a t i o n s .  

IV. W i l d l i f e  and Wild J e t s  - . - . .. 
, I tu rned  i n  a b i r d  -obse rva t ion  list f o r  the.  season,: No . 

. . 
. .  - 

7 .  .,. - . . 
unusual  s i g h t i n g s .  - .. . . . .  . . . . .  . J  . . . . . . .  . . .=.. . , _ . . . . . .  .. 

,. - .. . 
I r e p o r t e d  a t  l e a s t  43 low f l y i n g  sets wi th  a s  many a s  10 in one 

day. o f  course ,  I was n o t  i n  t h e  Kern Canyon i t s e l f  everyday t o  s e e  +/I 
and o f t e n  d i d  n o t  b o t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  ones above t r e e  t o p  l e v e l .  1.- 

s p e n t  3-4 days c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Tyndal l  Ranger t o  phobograph - - , -  

-. 
them; b u t ,  du r ing  t h a t  whole t ime,  only one f lew by. 

. . 

1984 P r o j e c t s  

Stock camp b u l l e t i n  boards 
Redo Hot S p r i n g s  b u l l e t i n  board s i g n s  

Make temporary "No Grazingn s i g n s  
Repai r  t o o l  shed doors  I 

New boundry s i g n s  south  of Coyote Creek and n o r t h  of Golden Trout  

3 i g  Amoyo and F o r e s t e r  Lake campsi te  rehab 




