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ROARING  RIVER  RANGER  STATION 

 

                                  END OF SEASON REPORT   2012 

 

A.  GENERAL SUMMARY 

I was on duty at Roaring River Ranger Station from 7-5-12 to 9-29-12.  During the 

season I patrolled 770 miles of trail.  I patrolled 650 miles on stock and 120 miles on 

foot.  I contacted 960 people during the season. 

 

B. VISITOR SERVICES 

a. Contacts  

i. 485 Backpackers 

ii. 245 Day Hikers 

iii. 135 NPS & USFS 

iv. 4 Hunters 

v. 19 NPS Stock Users with 116 head of stock, 30 Private Stock Users 

with 52 head of stock, 22 Commercial Stock users with 55 head of 

stock and 20 Day Riders with 25 head of stock. 

 

b. Law Enforcement 

Educational contacts were made concerning food storage, camping and grazing 

regulations. 

 

 c.   Citations  -  None were issued this season. 

 

d.   Search, Rescue, Medical Incidents 

Date              Location                  Type                       Evacuation 

7-9-12       GG-Azalea CG      Hand/Wrist Injury          AMA 

7-9-12       GG-S. of “Y”         MVA/Hand Injury     Ambulance Evac 

7-29-12     Seville Lake           Kidney Stones/ ?       Helicopter Evac./411 

8-18-12     Sequoia Lk Curve  MVA/Pregnant          Ambulance Evac 

8-19-12     Lookout Peak         Altered Runner          Ambulance Evac 

9-18-12     Dusy Switchbacks  Mule Wreck (14 Stock)  Evacuated Stock with 557 

 

 e. Fatalities 

            None 

 

f.   Weather 

            It was a very dry winter and summer.  Roaring River was extremely low and most 

small creeks dried up before the end of August.  Sugarloaf and Ferguson Creeks barely 

moved in September.  In early July, most snow was melted off of Colby and Elizabeth 

passes.  There was a huge rainstorm on Sept. 8
th

, it rained about 1 ½ inches in 2 hours at 

the Roaring River Ranger Station, but it was limited to within ½ mile of the station. 
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B.  USE PATTERNS 

 

a. Backpackers 

I thought with the dry weather and lack of snow, that there would be a big increase in 

early use, but there was not.  There was slow steady use in July, and August with 

more use in September.   

b.  Stock 

Use by Commercial and Private groups was very low this year.  Horse Corral Pack 

Station and Cedar Grove Pack Station said that the people who wanted to book longer 

trips last winter did not want to wait to see if their trips would be cancelled due to the 

possibility of no Commercial stock during the summer.  It seems that most full 

service, longer trips are planned for and booked a year or more in advance.  Horse 

Corral Pack Station also had very few or no resupplies to the Roaring River area, 

these are often for BSA, Fall School Groups or Nols etc.  Many of these groups also 

make plans a year or more in advance…..or is it just the economy? 

 

Administrative stock use for the trail crew was different this year.  They sent a 2 

person team in early to log the area trails in just a few days with minimal grazing.  

Then, the regular crew didn’t move into the area until August.  They spent little time 

in the Lakes or Comanche area, but moved right to the station area for 2 ½ weeks 

then to Ranger Meadow for 3 weeks, then back to the station for 1 week and out. 

 

Many NPS employees hiked through the area this season.  Most left me notes, as I 

was often out of the area to reduce area grazing or to do special projects in other 

areas.   

 

NPS Rider training was conducted in the Grant Grove area for 3 employees on local 

trails, Erin Warrem, Pete Sawtell and Darren Riccio.  Jim Gould from Grant Grove, 

Sandy Graben from Ash Mtn. and Erik Frenzel from Ash Mtn. came into Roaring 

River for training.  I spent a  week at  Cedar Grove, to get there without the use of a 

truck and horse trailer, myself and Darren Riccio from Grant Grove rode down the 

old Forest Service logging route (Rex’s Route) to get to the Don Cecil trail near 

Lookout Point to drop down to Cedar Grove.  Since the Sheep Creek fire this trail has 

become much narrower with many burnt low leaning trees and other obstacles.  Since 

the bridge at the Lodge is still out, we thought we would be taking the long way 

around via the road to get to the corrals.  But the Kings River was extremely low and 

the stock could tell/smell the stock at the pack station and we were able to easily ride 

them across the Kings River from behind the Ranger Office.  During the next week I 

combined horse training for 1 rider, Brian Singletary, on the flat trail to Roads End 

and a refresher for another rider, Phil Johnson, while enroute to do a resupply and 

take gear to Granite Basin and the Monarch Station.  I packed out trash and old 

propane tanks and took another rider, Russell Weaver, back on the flat route.  The trip 

to the Paradise Cache combined 2 riders, Mary Ann Dowd-Sussman and Jeffrey 

Sussman,(Suss) and the packing of gear and supplies to the cache.  Mary Ann hiked 

out from Paradise Falls.  The next day Suss and I continued to ride from the Paradise 

Cache to Castle Domes, where we viewed the recent fire and current hot spots and 
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fence damage/destruction.  We rode back to the Cache and Suss continued on his own 

project work while I packed out an old propane tank and misc. trash.  I packed my 

gear and two full tanks of propane back up the Don Cecil trail and back to the govt. 

corral at Sweeney Swamp.  This time when I tried to take the horses across the Kings 

River……they wanted nothing to do with it and I felt it safer to back off and ride the 

long route to the other bridge and through campgrounds to get to the trail head.  Many 

campers enjoyed seeing the stock and pack animals. 

 

Resource people came into Roaring River to check meadows and vegetation plots.  A 

group checked vegetation on a fire project in the Sugarloaf area.   

 

The Historic Preservation Crew came to the area to do work in September. 

 

c.  Commercial   

      It was unusual that I met very few commercial hiking groups, I don’t know if I             

missed seeing them, as I was often out of the area, or if there was a drop in their use  

overall in the Parks or just in Roaring River area.   The Sequoia High Sierra Camp 

seemed to have a regular or busier season this year with most hiking use going to 

Mitchell Peak and Seville Lake. 

 

C.  NATURAL RESOURCES 

a.  Bear Activity 

Bear sightings were common around the station and lower in both canyons during the 

summer.  A lot more sightings than usual.  One yearling “leggy” bear tried to walk 

into the Ranger Station, apparently liking the cooking smells of dinner.  It was 

difficult for 2 of us to chase him off and he kept stopping and wanting to come back.  

This chasing and tossing small rocks continued whenever we saw him.  I did bear 

incident reports and was able to get advice and hazing equipment from Danny 

Gammons.  I ended up hazing him once more with a sling shot, all backpackers and 

trail crew were told to be extra careful with food storage and to yell and make him 

run if they saw the bear.  After he cleared out the hornet nest that was attached to a 

down log in the backpacker camp a few times…..it was not rebuilt and he got no 

backpacker food…..and he seemed to move out of the area. 

 

b.  Wildllife  

There seem to be fewer deer in the Roaring River area.  A porcupine was seen near Grand 

Palace Meadow in September.  A Pica was seen below Ranger Meadow in a rock pile 

area in late August.  A lot of bears were observed during the season.   

 

c.  Vegetation 

Aspen leaves in the fall had a very shiny, sticky, sweet smelling substance on the leaves.  

This occurred to green and turning leaves.  This was something I had not noticed before 

and do not know if it is of concern.  

 

Meadows were very dry this year.  In July…most meadows seemed to be hitting their 

normal September dryness and were slower growing and had put out seeds very early.   
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I took several steps to curtail my own grazing this year.  I dropped one animal to 

minimize my grazing numbers.  I also rode out of the area if I was supposed to take two 

days off, which was most of the season.  Thus, the stock would eat hay at Sweeney 

Swamp instead of grazing.   I also tried to supplement with alfalfa pellets as much as 

possible.  My two horses started out very thin and under fed, so I supplemented with 

COB/senior pellets both AM and PM if they were used that day.  I tied and fed when 

appropriate.  I also left the area to do other work and keep the stock out of Roaring River.   

 

After seeing the meadows after some grazing and being much more aware of animal 

grazing nights, and what changes grazing has as it happens, I think the limits are very 

low.  I am curious to see what the meadow monitoring shows.  I will do some field 

assessment reports, now that I understand what they are.  The meadow growth time was 

short this dry summer compared to other dry, normal or wet summers, but I still think the 

meadows can handle higher night use limits and I think many areas have more acres of 

grazing than are what are shown in the charts.  Scaffold, for instance, may have an 

additional 5 to 10 acres that is on hillsides that my stock uses, or that they go into in the 

fall when those areas are dryer.  Visitor stock may stay in the center of the main meadow, 

but experienced backcountry stock and NPS stock, look for and use the stringer meadows 

and open dry grasses in the area and know to move around or spend the night up in the 

warmer trees and then drop down to small areas when the sun is up. I also need to know 

more about the “percentage of meadow used” in the charts, this would also change the 

numbers quite a bit.    It was a low stock use year, so if you added more trail crew use to 

scaffold, private or commercial on normal use patterns…..then I would have been out of 

grazing nights and either had to stay out of the area, or tied and fed pellets often at the 

station…which caused damage at the hitch rail and possible colic of animals if it happens 

too often.  A separate holding area, large enough to let them eat pellets, drink water and 

have walking space would be great, it would be safer for the stock and keep more grazing 

or partially grazing/pellet use off JR Pasture or other meadows.  It would be essential if 

pellets were going to be a regular routine in the future. 

 

Bull Thistle Plants, 30 to 40, were found in the fall.  After dropping the Moraine Ridge 

Drift Fence, I walked up through the meadow, along side Roaring River.  I found 1 old 

campsite that I didn’t know about and then I continued along the river where the springs 

near the “hilltop camp” run down the steep hillside and join Roaring River.  On a normal 

year this is too wet and boggy to want to hike through.  This year with the river low and 

most areas extra dry, I decided to hike along the river and found the plants.  Most were 

already dead with the fluffy seeds on the ground or falling towards the river.  Some were 

green with purple tops.  There were 3 locations of plants within a hundred foot zone.  I 

marked the area with cairns at each location and later, hiked over from the trail and took 

photos and put two cairns and a wood arrow in case Richard Thiel wanted to send in any 

crews this fall, as this is an area that they worked hard in the past to remove all Bull 

Thistle.  The plants being so close to the water, 10 feet up in low water year, is a concern 

for shipping seeds down river. 
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D.  CULTURAL RESOURCES   

a.  Prehistoric Sites  

No new sites were found.    Known sites were checked and no changes were found.  

 

b. Historic Sites 

A large, 6 ft. diameter, snag fell on the Snow Survey Cabin.  I discovered it on         

8-20-12 when I rode back into Roaring River.  I took photos and Thor checked it later 

in the summer.    The Shorty Lovelace cabin in Cloud Canyon was much worse this 

spring with most of the front shakes gone and 2 big holes in the back roof.  I think a 

bear broke most of them out while he was on the inside of the cabin.   

 

In September, The Historic Preservation Crew, consisting of Thor, Woodrow, 

Brooks, Chris and their packer Sonny came in to Roaring River.  They cleared the 

Lackey Cabin Roof of piles of pine needles.  They replaced some shakes, caulked 

cracks in logs and put preservatives on the cabin.  They also dug out the dirt that had 

been washed down the hill and had filled up against the back sill log and into the 

interior of the cabin, rotting the legs of the tool bench.  They hauled this out and filled 

in at the hitch rails and also hauled out old moldy hay from last year and we burned 

this outside of the pasture, to decrease the chance of any seeds from the hay going 

into the pasture area.  They dug down around the upright posts that support the porch, 

to keep them from rotting.  They later came back and put on more preservative. 

 

They next worked on the Cloud Canyon, Shorty’s Cabin.  There was much more to 

do than they had planned on and the shakes were harder to make than expected.  I 

assisted with packing gear after their packer went out and bringing more tools from 

the station and the trail crew cache.  While part of the crew worked on making 

enough shakes, not to just replace the expected few that were gone, but for the entire 

roof, the others worked on digging out the sill logs, replacing sill logs and header logs 

as needed and prying up the structure to replace these key logs, putting it all back 

together, fixing the bed, shelves and rack, putting on the roof shakes, putting on the 

preservative, raking out and naturalizing the area.  I packed their camp and gear back 

to the station and they hiked back.   

 

Next, I packed their gear out to Grant Grove to meet Sonny who would pack it to 

them at Vidette Meadow the next day.  Meanwhile, after they did more preservative 

on Lackey Cabin, they hiked up Avalanche Pass trail with their backpack gear and the 

station chainsaw and worked on the Moraine Ridge Shorty’s Cabin.  They cut off the 

tree that fell on it a few years ago and possibly another tree…?   They cleared the 

debris of logs that had been the “front wall and doorway” before the tree had hit the 

back of the cabin and caused the front wall to fall outward.  They fixed the broken 

rafter that also caused the back wall, shelf, roof and fireplace to collapse.  I hope they 

can do more stabilization to this cabin in the future.  The shed roof had 2 layers….and 

is now down to one or none in some places.  Thanks for a lot of great work!!!! 
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Basque Sheep Herder Carvings/Arborglyphs 

I am trying to find new carvings and get photos of all known local tree carvings.  Also 

GPS locations in case of fire, etc.  I have read that Yosemite also has carving on 

lodgepole  like we do.  Does anyone have more information on this?  Is there a study 

or info we can get from Yosemite?  Most info from the Reno website has east side 

carvings on Aspens and they are dated around 1930’s.  Our carvings are on 

lodgepoles, at higher elevation and have dates from the 1880’s and 1890’s.  We may 

also have carving on aspens.  But, these trees are falling or rotting and the 

information and art are being lost.  I would like the museum or park or someone to 

get me the items I would need to do “rubbings” of these carvings before they are lost.  

The University of Reno’s website mentions Rice Paper and some material, possibly 

charcoal, to use to make the rubbings.  This would be a great project for next year. 

 

E.  BACKCOUNTRY FACILITIES 

a.  Ranger Station 

No one came into the station uninvited over the winter, this may be due to me putting a 

lock on the one window shutter.  One tree fell in the back yard, but it only hit the fire pit 

and did no other damage.  The solar batteries were dead after the last few years of it 

being left at red.  The low water made setting up the water system easier. 

 

David Karplus came in mid season and checked and measured things at the station.  

Later, Phil Gross came in to add a siphon pump and valves to the water system intake 

area.  He also put in a new charge controller to replace the faulty two that were there.  

The new one will be large enough to handle all three panels, the system got new wire and 

snap connections at the panels, so they can be carried separately and more safely out to 

the “rock”.  He also built a wooden vent, 2 inches above the refrigerator vent.  This is 

supposed to take any bad air or gases out of the 2x5 wooden vent box to a small hole to 

the outside.  I am just concerned that this may inhibit the flow and cause soot to build up 

and problems like the direct added vent pipe did in the past.  I will monitor it closely next 

summer.  The refrigerator was not sooty in the spring and ran fine all summer before this 

was added. 

 

Phil said the siphon pump was attached solid to the line and that it would be best for me 

to pack in an old trash can and use it to cover the plastic siphon pump in winter to protect 

from snow and in summer to protect it from sun damage.  Thanks to Ned Aldrich for the 

hard to locate can.  I packed it in, painted it, packed it to the water system (thanks Rosy!) 

and put it over the set up…..and it was too short…..but I took off the black gizmo and put 

in a few rocks and it will work for the winter.  Next summer, it should have a more 

permanent fix…Thanks for all the great work!!! 

 

The water system still needs l or 2 screened draft intakes, one for the main line and one 

for the shorter temporary spring line. 

 

Kings Packer and  packed in “screw” together bear boxes.  They replaced 

the smashed bear box at Ranger Lake and cut up and packed out the old box.  They also 

replaced the back (west) bear box at Seville Lake.  The new boxes are very light and have 

(b) (6) (b) (6)
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plastic knobs.  It will be interesting to see how they survive the winter.  They are not as 

strong looking as the “bolt” together boxes the trail crew uses.  If they are tweaked, the 

smooth plastic knobs make them difficult to open.  The one at Ranger Lake has already 

become difficult to open and visitors may try to pry them open with some tool and cause 

further damage.  Our current boxes have outside chains that can be pulled on if the box is 

tweaked due to snow damage.   Regardless, they are better than not having anything. 

Thanks for the replacements!!  And the work of hauling and installing!! There are photos 

of  packing out the cut box and of packing in the new ones in my photo log.  

and mules were proud of the work.   

 

b.  Signs  

 

There should be a “Ranger Station” sign added to the Avalanche Pass/Cloud Cyn 

Junction sign.  I was told by many people this year that they did not realize that the 

station was 200 yards across the bridge.  

 

The Forest Service Marvin Pass sign is still missing from Rowell Meadow and the 

Mitchell Peak sign is still missing.  The people from the Sequoia High Sierra Camp have 

been blocking the main trail with big rocks, which I tear out, or they block it with limbs 

and put big cairns on the Mitchell Peak trail, which I tear out, or they put stick and orange 

flagging across the main trail, which I tear out……this is because of the missing sign.  It 

has caused trouble for many backpackers trying to get to Kanayer Gap and Roaring River 

who get lost and end up at Mitchell Peak.  The other missing sign caused backpackers to 

miss the junction to Marvin Pass or to Seville Lake. 

 

Grant Grove Trail head signs and trail signs are still needed. 

 

F.   TRAILS 

a.  I had the stock at the Grant Grove Stable in the spring and was able to ride some of the 

local trails and do some rider training.  I was unable to ride Redwood Canyon, as a 

prescribed fire was burning.  The late delivery of health stock also limited the amount of 

horse patrol in the Grant Grove area.  

 

Grant Grove trails need better or replaced signs.  There was some trail work done, but 

many trails still have numerous down logs and trouble spots at creek crossings or exposed 

culverts on old road sections.  The Don Cecil trail needs work.  Since the fire, a lot of the 

top section of trail has sloughed and it leaves a 1 foot wide trail with a crumbling edge 

and the stock break that off.  There is a large log ¼ mile down from the top of the trail 

that is cut out too narrow for a pack animal to pass through.  It also is in a bad slough area 

and stock can not go above or below it.   There are also many burnt leaning trees and low 

hanging trees to rip you out of the saddle and a few uncut downed logs through the fire 

zone.   

 

The trails in Roaring River area are mostly in good condition.  There was a lighter winter 

and a lot fewer downed trees.  However, most trees that fell seemed to hit fences. 

 

(b) (6)
(b) (6)
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B.  Problem Areas 

 

Drift Fences and Gates…..they all need work.  Most fences have many trees across 

them and need posts replaced and drop posts fixed.  Many gates need rebuilt or uprights 

replaced.  I rebuilt the Grasshopper H brace and Gate this spring and some posts.   

 

JR Pasture - The fence needs to be repaired if not rebuilt.  I cleared trees off the fence at 

the front gate and rebuild a section of fence and replace the posts on the entire east side, 

but there still are trees on the west end and north side that need to be cleared and sections 

rebuilt.  This has been problematic and resulted in me losing more than half my grazing 

allotment there after the trail crew stock broke in on three different occasions this 

summer. 

 

Sugarloaf – The fence needs a lot of posts added and the Sugarloaf hitch rail needs a new 

top rail put on the three good posts that I replaced a few years ago.   

 

Cement Table Camp - The hitch rail at Cement Table Camp needs to be rebuilt.  

 

Lackey Pasture – The fence needs at least 16 posts replaced and the gate needs rebuilt. 

 

C.  Camp Areas  

a.  Conditions 

I completed a general clean up of most camps during the season.  Seville and Lost Lake 

need a week of work to reduce fire ring size, take out the added huge rock and to scatter 

ashes and to obliterate some added rings.   

b.  Sanitation - The 2 pit toilets in the area could use new seats. 

c.  Fire Rings – 25 campfire pits were cleaned this season and 2 were obliterated.   

d.  Firewood Availaility - Good  

e.  Food Storage – Two damaged boxes were replaced, one at Ranger Lake and one at the 

back,/west end of Seville Lake.  

 

H.  PERMIT SYSTEM 

a.  Trail heads 

Most people had NPS permits from Lodgepole, Grant Grove and Cedar Grove and they 

were well informed.  The stock people get less information about grazing or area specific 

information.   

b.  Issuing Office 

All were NPS permits and well informed, some stock groups were less informed. 

 

I.  COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

 

   

 

(b) (7)(F)
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J.  NEEDS FOR NEXT YEAR 

 

NPS STOCK:  I need 2 – 3 good solid trail experienced lead horses or riding mules.  

They need to be ready to lead a string, carry beginner riders or injured people, be good 

and steady on rough trail, slick rock and on cross country routes and routes with lots of 

exposure like Colby and Elizabeth Passes 

 

Also, stock needs to be trimmed and checked during the winter for safety.  They need to 

have been shod for a couple of weeks before they are delivered to protect their feet or in 

case they are trimmed too short or quicked by a nail, it gives them a chance to heal before 

use.   

 

Thanks to the corrals for delivering Hay along with the stock this year, this really helped.   

I did need to borrow hay from Horse Corral Pack Station at the end of the season and 

made arrangement for them to be resupplied.  I hope that was done. 

 

See Attached Warehouse Wish List 

 

CONCERNS REGARDING ASSIGNED STOCK 

 

At the beginning of the season, Red and Dudley were both very thin and emaciated.  A 

week before they were to be delivered to Grant Grove I checked on them and they had 

yet to be shod.  Even the mules were a lot thinner than normal in the spring.   

 

At the last minute it was discovered that Red had a tooth infection.  I offered to finish 

caretaking him, but he was not delivered with the rest of the stock.  I informed the corrals 

I needed him for the 4
th

 of July parade in Grant Grove or at least a replacement, but by 

the 3
rd

 he had not arrived.  I had not been notified and we were 1 horse short and District 

Ranger Ned Kelleher was not able to ride in the parade as planned.  When I contacted the 

corrals, I was told that Red had lost even more weight, (a hundred lbs!), and they didn’t 

want him seen in a parade.  Okay, so why didn’t I get a replacement delivered? 

 

I also had loaned Mac to Kings Trails, because they were short of animals.  Thus, I had to 

pack into Roaring River without Red, my main horse, and fewer pack stock.  It also made 

horse training more difficult as Mac is not a lead horse and is more unpredictable than 

even Dudley.  Dudley is still not my pick for a trail horse. He still falls a lot on rocky 

(b) (7)(F), (b) (5)
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terrain and definitely on slick rock!!  When Red was finally delivered, he was extremely 

skinny and he was still way underweight after spending most of the summer trying to get 

him to add weight.  But he came in tired and thin, while the other stock had been getting 

into work shape and used to the high elevation, so this made it even harder for Red to 

adapt.    I also did patrols out of Cedar Grove on some new to me trails, which with 

questionable stock on unknown terrain,(yeah, that’s when Dudley fell to his belly in a 

l00th of a second on slickrock) makes it more dangerous. 

 

I have waited 9 years for a good replacement for Red.  I believe it’s been 5 years I’ve 

waited for a good replacement for Mike.  Instead I only get animals which have been 

rejected by everyone else in the park or animals too young or unhealthy to be safely 

ridden.   

 

Red is now at least 26 years old and Dudley is not now nor ever will be a trail animal.  I 

requested Ernie for the 4
th

 of July Parade because Greg Feltis said they used him in the 

parade in Bishop and he was a good horse, yet he was not delivered.  I also requested him 

for my main riding horse, but I was told no because he had to be kept available and 

couldn’t go to the backcountry.  However, I later learned that he was used in the 

backcountry by Sequoia Packer Sonny Ward.  I would gladly use this horse in the 

summer and bring him out if he was ever needed. 
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K.  RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Roaring River Ranger Station –  

- Bulletin Board in front of Ranger Station needs rebuilt.    

- One or two screened draft intakes for water system.   

-    

- The Ranger Station needs painted  

- The flagpole at the station needs repaired/ replanted. 

- The fence around the station needs replaced.  There are numerous broken 

posts and rails. 

- I need a water trough for use inside the fence at the station. 

- Clamp needed for interior stove pipe. 

- Check/Clean/Adjust refrigerator.  (Thanks for cleaning the Stove Pipe and 

stove!!)   

- The window screens at the station are ¼ to ½ inch too short and allow all sort 

of insects and rodents into the station.  They need rebuilt or refitted. 

 

Grant Grove Trail head “road” signs and trail signs. 

 

Small bulletin boards for the 3 lakes 

 

Need 2 chains (10 – 15 foot long each) to chain new light bear boxes to trees.  (Ranger & 

Seville)  Need  2 locks  or bolts to connect them. 

 

Need help from Trail Crew, VIPS or possible Backcountry Horsemen on Fence work and 

Hitch rail repair replacement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (5)
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L.  PERTINENT INVENTORY 

 

1  ½ can  horse feed/  sweet and dry cob mix 

1  can Alfalfa Pellets and 2 Bags 

0  large Mineral Block 

1  small white salt block 

5 full Propane tanks @ RS and 1 empty, 1 small tank full 

 

3 sm. Fire extinguishers at RS, need to be packed out and recharged 

**2 larger fire extinguishers were brought out last year and didn’t get recharged or 

returned 

 

 

NPS Warehouse Wish List:   

 

1 doz. D Batteries                                                     4 NPS Radio Batteries  !! 

1 doz. AA Batteries     1 doz C Batteries 

6   9 volt Batteries     6 Orange firefighter note pads 

6 Steno Pads      1 Duct Tape 

12 Toilet Paper  *************   10 Gunny Sacks 

1 long extendable pole saw – light fiberglass with good blade (12-15 feet long) 

1 x large Channel Locks for Water System for white pipe repair clamps!!  6 – 8 inch jaws 

2 flat screw drivers 

Clamps, larger for 2 “ plastic pipe repair 

I doz. spikes 12 to 14 inch for rebuilding hitch rails!!!!!!      

 

NPS Corral Wish List                    Lead Animals of course! 

 

6 bags dry COB     6 bags Senior Feed 

10 Bags Alfalfa Pellets    2 large mineral Block Salt 

2 sm mineral camp salt    2 sm white camp salt 

1 bottle of Penicillin and needles and syringes for Ranger Station and the same set up for          

Sweeney Swamp 

2 McFearsons or similar Salve (RS and Sweeney Swamp) 

3 green riding pads and 4 green pack pads 

1 gallon leather oil 

2 new matties 

4-6 old useable halters to keep at station for when unknown stock appears and I need to 

catch.  I had some that were used/borrowed by the Maint. Trip a few years ago and I 

never got them or the lead ropes back.  
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THANK YOU’s ! 

 

Thanks to Carey at the Heliport and Greg for sending bandages and medicine to the 

Switchback SAR.  Thanks to Kings Packer  for flying over and helping with the 

evacuation of 14 head of stock, many injured, and leading the way over Bishop Pass and 

holding up his string while I had to get off and cut a lash rope,….then again to get a lead 

rope from between an unknown mules leg…is this the one that kicks?.....and a third that I 

don’t remember, but I remember the drop off!   I think that’s when I lost my brass name 

tag.  Thanks to Trail Crew Tim who helped from the ground in many ways and then 

hiked out ahead in the dark to get us help from Rainbow Pack Station and helpers to 

unload stock and later to unsaddle and check injured stock etc.  Thanks to Cody for 

keeping the wreck to a minimum and getting animals separated and later holding stock 

for us at the trail head and pack station and the rainbow packers.  Glad it all worked out. 

 

Thanks to the Chief Ranger for the 2 great “Wilderness Ranger” matties.  They are great, 

but now used and in need of a few repairs! 

 

 

Thanks for another great season,     Cindy J. Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) 





Statistics: (Includes Kern patrol area) 

 Visitor Contacts Miles EMS SAR 

June/July 103 235 1 0 

August 268 218 1 0 

September 158 170 1 0 

TOTAL 529 623 3 0 

 

B. Visitor Services 

 

a. Contacts 

i. Backpackers (518)  

Nearly all of my contacts this season were backpackers. As the Mineral King 

trailhead rangers did a thorough job of covering most of the trails within a day’s hike 

from the trailheads, I was able to focus my patrols on the area east of the Mineral King 

Valley.  

ii. Day Hikers (11) 

The only day-hikers I encountered this season were in the Mineral King Valley before 

mobilizing to Little Five in late June and during a patrol out to Mineral King in early 

August.  

iii. Stock 
- Commerical: 8 people/14 animals total 

- Private: 0 

- Administrative: 5 people/14 animals total 

 

iv. Groups  

I contacted several organized hiking groups (commercial and non-commercial) staying in 

and passing through the Little Five area this season, including: 

 Outward Bound (1) – passing through the Little Five area as part of a 22 day trip (11 

people). 

 UC San Diego (2) – first-year orientation groups, one making the loop from Sawtooth 

to Franklin and the other looping from Franklin to Sawtooth (14 people in each 

group).  

 Boyscouts of America (3) – at Little Five Lakes (11 people), Big Five Lakes (7 

people), and Columbine Lake (13 people).  

 Sequoia Natural History Association (1) – at Little Five Lakes (7 people).  

 Sierra Club (2) – at Little Five Lakes (3 people) and Big Arroyo Patrol Cabin (7 

people).  

   

b. Law Enforcement 

I feel that having a non-commissioned ranger at Little Five worked well this season. I 

encountered very few situations that I felt required a law enforcement officer on scene, and 

when issues did arise, I was able to communicate with frontcountry law enforcement in 

Mineral King who were able to make contact with parties if necessary. 

The most frequent regulation violations I encountered during the season included 

camping on vegetation (4), improper food storage (3), lack of wilderness permit (2), and an 



illegal fire (1).  I also encountered evidence of numerous illegal fires and improper waste 

disposal, but was unable to make contact with any of the responsible parties.  

 

c. Citations 

No citations were issued this season, as the few infractions I did encounter were 

addressed effectively through education.  

 

d. Search, Rescue, Medical Incidents 

Date  Location   Type  Evacuation/Resolution 

6/21  Kern Ranger Station  Medical (Knee Injury)    Helicopter 

8/23  Rattlesnake-Kern Jct.   Medical (Gen. Illness)     Helicopter 

9/20  Columbine Lake  Medical (Back Injury)     Helicopter 

 

There were no searches in the Little Five area this season. I was, however, involved in a 

search near Mount Langley on August 24-25.  

 

e. Fatalities 

There were no fatalities in the Little Five area this season.  

 

f. Weather 

Due to a dry winter, all trails and high passes in the Little Five area melted out relatively 

early this season. (Aside from several small patches on the north sides of Glacier Pass and 

Pyra-Queen Col, I encountered no snow along any of the routes I traveled all season.) The 

area received a fair amount of precipitation throughout the summer season, however, with 

long-lasting rain, hail, and thunderstorms nearly every day during several weeks during 

August and September.  

 

g. Fires 

There were two lightning-strike fires in the Little Five area this season, the Rattlesnake 

Fire (started 8/19) and the Willow Fire (started 9/10). Both of these fires were approximately 

0.1 acre in size, and neither created significant smoke.  

 

C. Use Patterns 

a. Backpackers 

The majority of the backpackers that I contacted this season were hiking in and out 

of Mineral King along loops over Timber Gap/Blackrock Pass to Sawtooth Pass or Franklin 

Pass to Sawtooth Pass. The High Sierra Trail corridor through the Big Arroyo and along the 

Chagoopa Plateau also received a significant amount of traffic. A smaller percentage of the 

backpackers I encountered were on routes that included Rattlesnake Canyon, Kern Canyon, 

Redwood and Bearpaw Meadows, or cross-country travel into Nine Lakes Basin, Kaweah 

Basin, and Picket Guard Creek. I also contacted a number of groups climbing in the 

Kaweahs.  

 

b. Stock (commercial and private) 

I encountered no private stock use and very little commercial stock use in the Little 

Five and Kern areas this season. The Little Five station was mobilized through Charlie 



Mills’ Pack Station on July 1. Charlie Mills also ran a spot trip into the Big Arroyo in mid-

August. While patrolling the Kern Canyon I encountered one group from the Rock Creek 

Pack Station, and was aware of Golden Trout and Horse Corral Pack Stations also leading 

trips in the Kern and Rattlesnake areas. It appears that stock use in the Kern Canyon was 

lower this year than in previous seasons. 

 

c. Administrative 

Trail crews comprised the majority administrative use in the Little Five area this 

season. The Hockett Crew (with 12 head of stock) spent 12 nights near the Big Arroyo 

Patrol Cabin and 14 nights in Lower Lost Canyon. The Kern Crew joined the Hockett Crew 

east of Long Lake for 12 nights at the end of the season, and continued to graze the stock in 

Lost Canyon. Stock use totaled 144 nights in Big Arroyo and 197 nights in Lost Canyon. 

The Kern Crew also spent time in Rattlesnake Canyon early in the season, totaling 53 stock 

use nights at Cow Camp, and grazed on the Chagoopa Plateau while en route from the Kern 

to Long Lake, totaling 63 stock use nights in Sky Parlor Meadow. 

The Construction Crew spent approximately two months at Sky Parlor Meadow, and 

were resupplied weekly via helicopter. The Historic Preservation crew was stationed at the 

Kern Ranger Station for several weeks in July, and were resupplied weekly by NPS stock. A 

12-person CCC crew working on velvet-grass removal was also based at the Kern Ranger 

Station from early July to mid-September.  

I also encountered one member of a Fish and Wildlife Service predator tracking 

crew (Jack Daniel) with 2 head of stock just north of the Kern Ranger Station on September 

20. The crew was traveling throughout the Rock Creek, Little Five, and Kern areas 

throughout much of August and September. 

 

d. Commercial 

I contacted three commercial hiking groups this season, including one 11-member 

Outward Bound group in the Little Five Lakes area, and two Sierra Club groups, one with 3 

members and one with 7 members, both at the Big Arroyo junction. All groups had valid 

commercial use permits. 

 

e. Aircraft 
I witnessed no low-flying aircraft in the Little Five area this season.  

 

D. Natural Resources 

 

a. Bears  

I observed one yearling at Sky Parlor Meadow on August 9, and noted some 

evidence of bear activity along Rattlesnake Creek. Otherwise I observed very little bear 

activity in the Little Five area this season, and heard of no problematic bear encounters from 

hikers. I attribute much of this lack of oursine activity (or visibility, at leas) to proper food 

storage – the great majority of the parties I contacted were carrying bear canisters, while a 

small percent were relying on bear lockers. Nearly all parties seemed vigilant about storage 

and maintaining a bear-proof camp. Thanks to the work of the Mineral King trailhead 

rangers and of previous wilderness rangers in the area, the bears in the Little Five area seem 

to be staying shy and wild.   



 

b. Wildlife 

Coyote activity was high on Chagoopa Plateau, but they were rarely heard or seen 

elsewhere in the patrol area. I heard and observed pikas on a regular basis in the Little Five 

area and throughout most of the patrol area’s higher elevations. I also encountered a 

rattlesnake in Lower Rattlesnake Canyon, a jackrabbit near Long Lake, and an abundance of 

deer throughout the patrol area. The station area continues to be inhabited by a bold and 

insolent host of marmots and ground squirrels.  

 

c. Vegetation 
Due to this year’s below-normal snowpack (as of May 4, snowpack was 27% of 

average in the Kaweah drainage and 6% of average in the Kern drainage) and early 

snowmelt, all of the meadows in the Little Five area opened on their projected dates this 

season. 9-2-32 will be completing residual biomass in Middle Rattlesnake in early October. 

The meadows became dry relatively early in the season, but by this time were seeing little, if 

any, stock use.    

The effects documented in previous years of the Needleminer outbreak on lodgepole 

pines in the Big Arroyo was not particularly evident this season.  

 

E. Cultural Resources 

a. Historic Sites 

The Big Arroyo Patrol Cabin remains in poor condition and is in need of repair. 

Many of the shingles have fallen from the roof (or perhaps been torn off and used as 

firewood), several of the logs around the base of the cabin are damaged, and the window 

panels are caving in, which could eventually provide access to the interior of the cabin. The 

Historic Preservation Crew is aware of the state of the cabin and had discussed working on 

the structure at the end of this season, but was unable to fit it into their schedule. I 

recommend getting work completed on the cabin as soon as possible so that its state does 

not continue to deteriorate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

F. Backcountry Facilities 

 

a. Ranger Station  



Yurt: The yurt was set up by 811, 8-1-17, and myself on July 1, and it appeared to have 

weathered the mild winter well. Several of the floorboards on the deck and the yurt 

platform are loose and/or warped, and will eventually need to be replaced. Also, the 

plexiglass window in the station door has developed a crack; a new sheet of plexiglass 

should be sent out when possible. As mentioned in last year’s EOS report, the plywood 

storage box covers have been chewed on extensively by marmots, and replacement lids 

should be sent in next year (dimensions noted in the “Needs 

for Next Year” section of this document). A new tarp for 

winter use was brought in this season to replace the old, torn 

tarp. 

Solar: The solar system seems to be in good working 

condition. The battery charge indicator light on the solar 

controller never dropped below green, providing adequate 

power for all needs at the station.  

Toilet: The station privy platform is warped and appears to 

be cracking in places. Its condition should be monitored next 

season, as it may need to be replaced within the next year or 

two.  (See photo.) 

 

b. Signs 

i. The sign at the junction of the Kern Canyon and 

Chagoopa Plateau is bent and scratched, and should 

be replaced (see photo). All other signs in the Little 

Five and Kern areas are in good condition.  

 

G. Trails 

 

a. Trail Activities (work accomplished) 

The Construction Crew spent much of this season based at Sky Parlor Meadow 

(arriving on July 12 and demobilizing on September 19), completing a trail reroute on the 

High Sierra Trail east of Sky Parlor Meadow heading down into the Kern Canyon. They 

also removed four large stock-blocking downed trees from the trail climbing up to the 

plateau from the Big Arroyo Patrol Cabin, and cleared numerous downed trees on the trail 

between Moraine Lake and Sky Parlor Meadow.  

The Hockett Crew arrived in the Little Five area on August 8. They spent 

approximately two weeks in the Big Arroyo and two 

weeks in Lost Canyon, clearing downed trees and 

performing basic trail maintenance throughout the 

area. The Kern Crew arrived in the area on September 

5, teaming up with the Hockett Crew at a camp east 

of the trail near the Long Lake. The two crews spent 

approximately two weeks in this area performing 

blasting and reroute work on the Blackrock Pass trail.   

 

b. Problem Areas 



Lost Canyon Junction – There are numerous superfluous social trails at the Lost 

Canyon-Big Five junction, particularly in the area leading to the stream crossing and to the 

group site/trail crew camp on the west side of the stream. 

Lost Canyon (west of the Big Five junction) – a number of social trails and areas of 

double braiding developed along the Lost Canyon trail late in the season, particularly along 

the sections most traveled by stock. There is also a persistently wet and muddy section of 

trail below the Upper Lost Canyon meadows that hikers attempt to avoid, widening the trail 

and spreading the impact to the nearby vegetation. This section deteriorated greatly 

throughout this particularly rainy season, and should be worked on next season. (See photo.) 

Sawtooth Pass – The west side of Sawtooth Pass continues to be a problem area, as 

new social trails are created through the loose scree between the pass and Monarch Lake. I 

received several complaints from visitors regarding the difficulty of following this section of 

unmaintained trail.  

Big Arroyo Junction – There are numerous social trails at the junction leading from 

the main trail to and among the campsites and to various river crossing sections. This web 

seemed to grow throughout the season, and I imagine the problem becomes even worse on 

high-water years when convenient crossing spots are more difficult to find.  

Kern area – Several sections of trail in the Kern area are 

very rutted, washed out, and in overall poor condition. These 

include the trail from the Kern Station to Coyote Pass-Lakes 

junction, and the trail from the Kern-Rattlesnake confluence up to 

the junction with the Willow Meadow Cut-off. There are also a 

number of new trees that were blown down over the season that 

should be removed at the beginning of next season, and a large 

rock that has fallen onto and damaged one of the wooden 

boardwalks (see photo).  

 

H. Camp Areas 

 

a. Area Overview 
The highest use camping areas in the Little Five patrol area are found along the 

Franklin-Sawtooth-Blackrock loops and along the High Sierra Trail, and include the Lost 

Canyon-Big Five junction, Columbine Lake, Lower Big Five lake, the Big Arroyo Patrol 

Cabin junction, and Moraine Lake. As these areas appeared to receive the most traffic and 

the greatest impact, I focused a significant amount of time in the sites making visitor 

contacts and performing campsite and fire ring rehab and maintenance. Camping use was 

also high but much more dispersed throughout Rattlesnake Canyon, Soda Creek, Upper Lost 

Canyon, the Upper Big Five Lakes and the Upper Big Arroyo.  I observed moderate 

camping use at Little Five (a anomaly, perhaps – based on previous reports and 

conversations with hikers, it seems that the main Little Five campground typically gets 

much more use than it did this season), the Upper Big Five Lakes basin, throughout 

Rattlesnake Canyon, and at Little Claire and Forester Lakes. Camping use and impact was 

low and dispersed throughout the rest of the Little Five patrol area.   

 

b. Conditions 



Due to a relatively quiet season in the Little Five area, I was able to get to and 

maintain many of the high-use camping areas throughout the patrol on a regular basis. These 

areas seemed to remain in good shape.  

I was not able to put give as much time as necessary, however, to maintain as good 

conditions in high-use areas in campsites within the Bearpaw and Kern patrol zones, notably 

the Cliff Creek-Timber Gap junction, Pinto Lake, the Kern Hotsprings, and Upper Funston 

Meadow.  

 

 

  

In addition to addressing the trail and stream crossing problems mentioned above, 

the Lost Canyon-Big Five junction would benefit from rehab work. One of the main, well-

established campsites is within 100 feet of the stream, and the bear locker is within 25 feet 

of the water.  

 

 

  

 

c. Rehab/Restoration 
On September 14, I collaborated with members of the Construction Trail Crew to 

rehab a large, problematic campsite and fire pit less than ten feet from the water at Moraine 

Lake. We removed the fire pit, planted rocks and logs, and covered the area with a thick 

layer of duff, getting rid of 4-5 persistent tent pads in the site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 9, 8-1-2 and I worked on maintenance of the main Little Five 

camping area rehab project completed several years ago by Alison Steiner, filling in the 

rehabbed areas with more duff and logs and reinforcing the outlined established camping 

area. The original rehab work was excellent, and with regular upkeep impact in this 

potentially high-use area can remain as contained as possible.  

(b) (5)

(b) (5)



I completed several other minor campsite rehab projects on illegal sites that cropped 

up during the season, including one site near the water at Lower Big Five, two near the 

water at Columbine Lake, one near the water at Little Claire Lake, and one next to the trail 

near Long Lake.  

The restoration site completed by Alison last year near the Big Arroyo Patrol Cabin 

is holding up well, and shows no signs of having been used this season.  

 

d. Sanitation 
Sanitation was a moderate problem throughout the patrol area. Columbine Lake was 

by far the largest problem area, as I would pick up a full bag of toilet paper on every patrol 

to the area. This problem improved significantly throughout the season, however, as the 

trailhead rangers started stressing the waste issue to hikers heading to Columbine. Other 

problem areas included the main Little Five campground, the Big Arroyo Patrol Cabin area, 

and the Lost Canyon-Big Five junction.  

 

e. Fire Rings 

I believe the number and location of established fire rings in the Little Five area is 

appropriate. While I got rid of quite a few illegal rings in the beginning of the summer, only 

on several occasions did new fire rings get built in the vicinity of existing rings throughout 

the season, presumably due to crowding (at lower Big Five, the Big Arroyo Junction, and 

the Lost Canyon Junction).  

I spent a significant amount of time on fire ring maintenance and trash removal in 

some of the higher use areas throughout the season, including Lower Big Five, the Big 

Arroyo Patrol Cabin area, Forester Lake and the Lost Canyon-Big Five junction. Each patrol 

to the Kern involved a great deal of fire pit maintenance as well, particularly since the area 

was so seldom patrolled this season. Fire pits in Rattlesnake and Upper Lost Canyon seemed 

to receive little use, and required very little maintenance. Pinto Lake continues to be a 

problematic area for illegal fires, as does the Cliff Creek-Timber Gap junction for oversized, 

trash-filled pits. As mentioned in previous EOS reports, I think this can be directly attributed 

to reduced wilderness staffing.  

In addition to maintaining established fire pits, I destroyed and rehabbed 24 illegal 

fire pits this season. Based on previous end of season reports from the Little Five area, this 

is within low to normal numbers.   

  

f. Firewood Availability 
Firewood seems to be scarce in the immediate vicinity of the main camping areas at 

Moraine Lake and Big Arroyo Patrol Cabin. While this scarcity of downed wood does not 

currently seem to be posing problems in these areas, the situation should be monitored in 

future seasons. In all other areas where fires are permitted, firewood availability seems 

adequate.  

 

g. Food Storage 
I ran into relatively few problems with food storage compliance this season. Of the 

approximately 200 backpacking parties I contacted, about 85% were carrying approved bear-

proof canisters. Roughly 10% were relying on bear boxes, and less than 10% were planning 

on counterbalancing their food.  



 

I. Permit System 

 

a. Trailheads 
The communication with the Mineral King trailhead rangers was excellent this 

season. I was typically informed beforehand of large, potentially problematic, or otherwise 

noteworthy groups coming into the Little Five area, which allowed me to plan my patrols 

accordingly. Almost all of the trailhead rangers made it into the Little Five area at least once 

during the season, which I believe is extremely beneficial for providing accurate 

information when issuing permits for the area.  

The trailhead rangers also did a fantastic job of covering the Mineral King Valley up 

to Franklin and Sawtooth passes, often dropping down to Columbine and Spring Lakes. 

Their presence in these areas gave me the freedom and flexibility to focus more attention on 

the rest of the rest of an already vast patrol area. More patrols to the Timber Gap-Cliff Creek 

and Pinto Lake areas would also be extremely beneficial in the absence of a Bearpaw 

ranger.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

b. Issuing Office 
Nearly all of the backpacking parties I contacted this season obtained their permits 

from either the Mineral King Ranger Station or the Lodgepole Trailhead desk. Both of these 

issuing offices did a good job of emphasizing regulations and minimum impact practices. I 

would recommend, however, that permit issuers more strongly encourage parties to carry 

bear canisters when the hiker’s proposed method of food storage is hanging. Several of the 

groups I contacted that claimed to be hanging their food said that when obtaining their 

wilderness permit they were neither asked about their knowledge of proper counterbalancing 

techniques nor encouraged to consider carrying a canister instead. Since very few 

backpackers actually do counterbalance effectively, I feel that our permit issuers should 

strongly encourage all hikers not relying on bear lockers to carry canisters.  

 

J. Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (5)

(b) (7)(F)



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

K. Needs for Next Year 

 

 2 plywood boards for yurt platform storage boxes (32 ½” x 96”) 

 Plexiglass window for yurt door (28 ½” x 31”) 

 1 bottle wood glue 

 large screws for deck boards (2 ½ - 3 inch) 

 S-hooks for yurt walls 

 wiring for solar system (not filamented) 

 EMS supply box/bag 

 4 burlap bags  

 4 large trash bags 

 1 tube caulk 

 1 grill lighter (for stove) 

 1 metal dust pan 

 4 rolls toilet paper 

 

L. Recommendations 

Recommendations have been made throughout this document. Main points include: 

 

(b) (7)(F)

(b) (5)



 Send in replacement plywood lids for the yurt platform storage boxes to prevent possible 

rodent damage to supplies over the winter.   

 

M. Pertinent Inventory (as of 09/27/2012) 

 

Propane – 2 full 5-gallon propane canisters and 1 empty 10-gallon propane canister 

EMS – See attached EMS equipment inventory list. 

Maps –  

Johnson Peak – 1   Lodgepole—2 

Triple Divide—4   Silver City—2 

Quinn Peak—1   Kern Peak—1 

Kern Lake—1   Mt. Brewer—1 

Mt Williamson—1   Mt Whitney—1 

Mt Kaweah—4   SEKI General Park Map-1 

Mineral King—3   SEKI National Geographic Trail Map-2 

Chagoopa Falls—4   John Muir Wilderness/SEKI Map-1 

 

Other –

(b) (5)

(b) (5)



3 chairs     15 government pens 

2 highlighters    5 sharpies 

1 mechanical pencil   4 regular pencils 

various mosquito repellents   2 bottles dish soap 

1 bottle all-purpose cleaner  7 food storage locker lists 

24 wildlife observation forms  1 exotic plant observation form 

 21 CUA forms    3 BIMS forms 

 25 AUO forms   25 sheets laminating paper 

 15 hangers    1 clean bedsheet 

1 (old) rescue rope   1 yoga pad 

 10 rolls toilet paper   4 paper towels 

 2 sponges    1 roll duct tape 

3 rolls clear tape   4 mousetraps 

 2 boxes matches   1 box aluminum foil 

9 tea candles    2 standup candles 

24 AAA batteries   8 lithium AA batteries 

15 burlap sacks   9 large trash bags 

25 small trash bags   2 face masks 

1 helmet    8 “flammable” stickers 

2 small lighters   1 box thumbtacks 

2 mosquito nets   30 SPF brochures 

1 pencil sharpener   1 stapler 

1 large pair of binoculars  3 pocket pads 

3 steno pads    1 legal pad 

10 holey envelopes   1.5 cans denatured alcohol 

1 can Coleman white gas  3 small fuel canisters  

   2 large fuel canisters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















































































































































































































MINERAL KING RANGER STATION TRAILHEAD ANNUAL REPORT 2012 

 

 This report covers the time period that Trailhead (TH) Rangers worked and the Station 
(RS) front office was open to the public 5/25/2012-9/26/2012. 

 Season began 5/22/2012 with park-wide TH training at Beetle Rock attended by Tor and 
Len for two days 

 5/24/2012 cash register training at MKRS and front office organization including SNHA 
set-up 

 Fee Collector Margaret was already here and done the necessary early season cleaning in 
preparation for the above training. 

 5/25/2012 MKRS open to the public with 77 visitors.  SNHA sales brisk.  Less snow than 
previous seasons meant more people wanted to try wilderness trips; many trips were not 
ambitious and some aborted. 

 Light visitation early June 
 6/10/2012 Alyssa and Jessica EOD and immediately were involved in almost two weeks 

of LE and EMT training. 
 Jeff’s EOD of 6/18 let him train with Tor re basic MKRS routines 
 Adam, our VIP,  came on 6/21 and attended park-wide Wilderness Ranger Training with 

Chris and Jeff 
 Mary, the relief campground ranger, had an EOD of 6/25/2012 
 Tor and Len at different times took the Operational Leadership Training. 
 There was no Interpreter Ranger this season 
 Staggered scheduling of the Trailheads and VIP meant 4 persons were on duty Saturday 

and Sunday. Len worked the RS front office Wednesday through Sunday; Tor and Jeff 
alternated front office duties on the Monday and Tuesday. Adam assisted on the busiest 
days. 

 Trailheads not in the front office hiked, either day hikes or overnight trips. 
 Trail reports were promptly written; most, if not all, hikes got reported. 
 Early reports concentrated on conditions; latter reports concentrated more on what 

visitors were or were not doing. 
 Illegal fire rings, trash, evidence of camping too close to water were concerns addressed. 

See the attached Mineral King Trail Patrol Statistics 
 “Minimum Impact” talks have always been part of the Wilderness Permit issuing process 

and a copy of the minimum impact regulations is attached to the wilderness permit issued 
so visitor non-compliance is a big concern and needs to be further addressed 

 Interestingly food storage in the wilderness is not usually a problem. SNHA’s canister 
rental service at our RS may be significant here. 

 Adam’s  and Tor’s season ended early because of school (8/20 and 8/23 respectively) 



 Front office basic arrangement is efficient but the front desk arrangement is awkward 
when two persons are staffing the desk and there are multiple functions to be done. The 
NPS credit card terminal needs to be near the NPS register; ideally the NPS register 
should handle credit cards as at Ash Mountain. 

 For opening the RS, two staff with lock box keys must be present. This must be 
considered when doing scheduling. Usually the two are a campground ranger and a 
trailhead ranger.  The campground ranger will assist further with opening if there is more 
than one party waiting for a permit. 

 Closing goes well if the flag and the open sign can be brought in promptly at 1600 and 
the door locked.  It can take two staff to close; one to protect the person doing the closing 
from interruptions. The campground rangers make a point of being available to help. 

 Early season tor had RS duty Monday and Tuesday. Mid-season Tor and Jeff took 
alternate weeks in the RS. Late season Jeff had to be in the RS Monday and Tuesday. 
These days were also Mary’s days in the campground.   

 VIP Adam has expressed a desire to return in some capacity to MK. He hiked well and 
was knowledgeable and sincere with visitors. 

 Our statistics showed that we had a busy season from start to finish. See the YEAR TO 
YEAR WILDERNESS PERMIT STATISTICS FOR MKRS. 

 The Wilderness Office and SNHA were very helpful in multiple ways.   
 We suggest: a bridge over Franklin Creek, constructing a maintainable trail to Mosquito 

Lake #2 from either Miner’s Ridge or Lake #1 
 We heard that our trails were to be re-measured but do not know if that is happening. 

 

MINERAL KING RANGER STATION FRONT DESK ACTIVITY SURVEY 2012 

 

 From June 6 through July 31, NPS staff working the front desk tried to count how many 
times each day we had conversations on various topics.  We divided the conversations into ten 
topics. “Entrance Station” was a topic and we almost always asked the driver of each vehicle if 
they had paid the entrance fee or had a park pass.  We checked off “Wilderness Permit” every 
time backpacking was discussed, even on the ‘phone. We counted conversations, not how many 
people were in the party we were talking with.  The “SNHA” count reflects the number of 
purchases but occasionally includes a question about a book or map that was not purchased.  The 
“Telephone” count was simply how many ‘phone calls came in to 3768. The topics of ‘phone 
conversations were marked in categories already indicated. Some questions fell outside of the 
usual topics and were counted as “general” such as helicopter activity, past forest fires, or 
geology.  Also included were # of RS contacts.  The chart below shows the average number for 
each topic each day and the range from least to most in one day. 



 

TOPIC   AVERAGE/DAY  LEAST  MOST 

Entrance Fees     8.4   0   28 

Wilderness Permits   12.1   2   31 

Day Hikes     7.3   2   16 

Campground     4.5   1   11 

Bear Canister Rental    4.0   0   15 

Natural History    7.1   1   19 

MK History     1.5   0    6 

Weather     3.9   0   17 

SNHA      7.2   1   19  

Phone Calls    13.0   2   37 

General    10.8   2   22 

Ranger Station Contacts  87   23   154  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




