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I. General Summary 

The Pear Lake Ranger Station was staffed from June 23 to September 26 this year.  This was my 

first season at Pear Lake.   

 

For the second year in a row, the Sierra saw very low snowfall (30% of normal this past winter).  

This opened up the wilderness early to summer backpackers and day hikers.  With such low 

snowfall, the stream behind the ranger station dried up July 14.  The upper Marble Fork dried up 

almost completely, and Tokopah Falls output thinned to that of a garden hose.  I filled water 

buckets in June to cache 200 gallons for the dry season.  This, plus a several heavy rainstorms in 

July and August, provided ample water for the station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moose Lake in June 

Drying stream behind station in 
July 



Pear Lake Statistics: 

 

 Backpacker 

contacts 

Day hiker 

contacts 

Miles 

hiked 

SAR/EMS OB 

campers 

Illegal fires 

June 109 145 94 0 0 1 

July 362 349 177 1 2 1 

August 324 179 156 0 1 0 

September 220 171 89 2 0 1 

Total 1015 844 517 3 3 3 

 

II. Visitor Services 

a. Contacts 

i. Day hikers 

The Watchtower and Heather Lake continue to attract the bulk of day-hikers on 

the Lakes Trail.  Its popularity is made evident by the abundance of used toilet 

paper, especially on the weekends.   

 

ii. Backpackers 

Backpackers were plentiful on the trail this summer.  On many occasions the 

Lakes Trail campsites were completely full.  From Pear Lake, the most popular 

destination is by far Moose Lake.  On Sundays, about half the campers at Pear 

are headed to Moose for a day-hike.  I found that Saturday evening rounds were a 

good time to review cross-country routes that people had questions about. 

 

iii. Stock   

On three separate occasions, I passed large stock trains (largest with ~10 head) 

exiting the Alta Trail from the HST as I was hiking in to the station.  These were 

the only stock I encountered during the season, except for the NPS packer and his 

string for mob and demobilization.  There were signs of a stock party on The 

Hump Trail late season, but I never saw the group. 

 

iv. Groups 

I encountered several Boy Scout troops and two Outward Bound groups in the 

Lakes area this season.  The Outward Bound groups each completed a service 

project with me.  One project, in late June, was replacing birdhouse signs at Pear 

Lake and Heather Lake.  We also moved the no camping sign at Heather closer to 

the lake.  The other group helped to reline undefined trail and cover cut 

switchbacks on The Hump. 

 

b. Law Enforcement 

I made several contacts this summer issuing verbal warnings.  Most were resolved 

through education of proper minimum impact practices or an agreement to obtain a 

retroactive permit.  Only one group blatantly ignored all rules and regulations. 

 



Minimum Impact Violations: 

Date Location Issue Outcome 

June 29 Heather 

Lake 

Camping with no permit, at an 

illegal campsite, with a campfire 

Notified law enforcement 

July 13 Pear Lake Camping with no permit, in a non-

site. 

Educated on LNT principles, 

obtained retroactive permit 

July 28 Emerald 

Lake 

Camping with no permit (arrived 

after permit desk closed) 

Obtained retroactive permit 

August 18 Tablelands Camping with no permit (arrived at 

the station, thinking they could be 

issued a permit there) 

Advised to obtain retroactive 

permit 

September 14 Pear Lake Using a wood-burning stove, 

ripping dead limbs off of trees 

Educated on LNT principles 

and importance of not burning 

wood at 9,500 ft.  Recorded 

the incident in the database 

under the permit-holder’s 

name. 

 

 

c. Search, Rescue, Medical Incidents 

Pear Lake had very few medicals this summer.   

#1:  On July 6, a man dislocated his elbow.  I was not in the area at the time, but a 

trailhead ranger happened to be on patrol there.  He assessed the patient, splinted his arm 

in a position of comfort, and hiked out part way with him.  The man then sought medical 

care outside the park. 

#2:  On September 1, I was brought to the campsite of a 25-year-old man with all the 

signs and symptoms of HAPE.  After taking vitals and completing an initial assessment, I 

relayed the information through dispatch to a CRMC doctor.  With the doctor’s 

advisement, the patient was evacuated by helicopter.  He was then transported by ALS 

ambulance to Kaweah Delta Hospital. 

#3:  On September 11, I took part in a short search-and-rescue on the Little Baldy Trail.  

A 68-year-old woman was reported 5 hours overdue by her husband.  The search 

resolved with the missing woman found hiking down the trail.  She had gotten lost for 

several hours off trail after reaching the summit. 

 

 

III. Use Patterns 

Pear Lake continues to be a popular trail for day hikers and backpackers alike.  Many day hikers 

turned around at the Watchtower, although most continued to Heather Lake, and some went as far 

as Emerald or Pear Lake.  Use was at its peak between the Fourth of July and mid-September.  

The campgrounds often filled up on the weekends, while mid-week usage saw fewer 

backpackers.  Most backpackers ended their trips at Emerald or Pear Lake, with many day hiking 

to Moose Lake, the Tablelands, or Alta Peak.  Some continued on to the Tablelands.  Fewer still 



backpacked into Ferguson or Deadman canyons, down to the High Sierra Trail, or over to the 

Alta Trail from Pear. 

   

IV. Natural Resources/Wildlife 

a. Bears 

Five different bears were spotted from the Hump/Watchtower split to the Tablelands this 

summer.  

A sow with a yellow tag and two cubs were spotted on both the Watchtower and the 

Hump trails.  According to one runner, the sow bluff charged him near the Watchtower.   

A small black-colored bear with a green tag was spotted cruising through the Emerald 

Lake campground, down to Aster Lake, and was reported walking through the Pear Lake 

campground on a several occasions. 

A large brown-colored bear was reportedly roaming through the Tablelands.  A 

secondhand report was given to me that a bear ripped through a tarp and obtained a bag 

of trail mix from an Outward Bound group in the Tablelands.  I discovered a large pile of 

bear scat in Table Meadow.  I spotted a large brown bear at Heather Lake.  Another party 

reported seeing it swimming in Heather Lake. 

b. Other animals  

i. Pikas – Pika appearances and squeaks were widespread and frequent from 

Emerald Lake through the Tablelands, Moose Lake, and the Alta bowl.  A family 

of them enjoys the sunset daily between the ranger station junction and Emerald 

Lake. 

 

ii. Coyotes – Coyotes were a common presence this summer.  I occasionally saw 

coyote scat, with some even on the ranger station trail.  Their calls could be heard 

after a thunderstorm at Big Bird Lake, in Upper Bob Meadow, Pear Lake, and at 

Heather Lake. I only spotted one coyote on a ridge near the Moose Lake 

overlook.  Multiple groups of backpackers said they spotted coyotes on the way 

to Moose.  One group even showed me a picture of a coyote with a marmot in its 

mouth. 

 

iii. Marmots – Marmots were out in full force at Pear Lake and the ranger station 

early this summer, hanging out especially near the latrine. Pear Lake had 

significantly less marmot activity in late summer.  They were also seldom seen at 

the ranger station in late summer. 

 

iv. Birds – Hummingbirds were another animal frequently encountered in early 

season.  They would greet me on the trail every patrol and even peer in the ranger 

station window in the morning.  Later (when the penstemmon dried up and was 

replaced by ripening red elderberries), loud flocks of pigeon-like birds took their 

place.  Another loud, clunky bird that piqued visitors’ curiosity was the Sooty 

Grouse.  They were on and near the trails all summer, and moved into Pear Lake 



Campground in September.  Their appearance caused some to confuse them with 

quail and their deep calls sometimes were mistaken with bear grunts.  

 

v. Frogs – I spotted several populations of tree frog this summer, including tadpoles 

in the tarns above Pear Lake and on the Tablelands, and a single frog on the way 

to Moose Lake and at Ranger Lake.  No Mountain Yellow-Legged Frogs have 

been encountered. 

 

V. Cultural Resources 

While on patrol, I found an old canteen, the rusted top portion of a stove, a rusted bell, and other 

mildly intriguing relics (a Nalgene bottle and many balloons).  No other notable cultural 

resources were encountered. 

 

VI. Backcountry Facilities 

a. Pear Lake Hut 

i. Mice – Mice were active early in the season, then activity tapered off.  None 

were caught in mid-late September.  Altogether, I recorded catching 18 mice this 

summer.  

 

ii. Wood rats – Wood rats claimed the attic, basement, and outside areas of the 

cabin.  Their activity in the basement in late season was loud and pronounced. 

 

iii. Solar panels – The solar power at the station worked well.  There was enough 

sunlight during most days to run the lights in the evening in addition to the 

continually running fan.  I charged my electronic devices in daylight hours.  The 

cold box solar panel was mounted on the roof this summer, but due to safety 

concerns, it was decided that this method will no longer be continued.   

 

iv. Phoenix toilet – The toilet remained in good repair this summer. 

 

v. Propane system – The propane system worked well, with no difficulties.  

 

vi. Repairs 

1. Completed:   

a. One window, broken from this past winter, was replaced by Thor 

Riksheim.  Several other window panes have cracks in them, but 

are not in immediate need of replacement. 

 

b. The front door lock clasp was fixed by John Gibler on his visit to 

check the latrines. 

 

2. Prospective: 

a. The closet door is no longer fitting the door frame properly.  To 

be able to close it for the winter, I removed a strip from the 

bottom of the frame, hammered down the remaining nails, 



removed several screws, and detached the hinges. Still, it only 

barely fits.  A 77-lock and combination lock were used to secure 

the door in place.  

 

b. Some of the balcony floor boards are currently loose and 

deteriorating slightly.  They could benefit from some attention 

next year. 

 

b. Latrines 

Both the Pear Lake and Emerald Lake latrines are pit toilets.  I filled out a work order for 

both latrines.  On July 31, John Gibler hiked out to assess their conditions.  He found 

them to be in good condition; they are not functioning as designed, but are doing well 

enough to be low priority. 

i. Emerald 

The Emerald Lake solar panels remain broken and, according to Rick Sanger’s 

2008 EOS Report, have been since 2000.  The panels remain on the ground, 

unmoved, next to the latrine building.   

 

ii. Pear 

The Pear Lake fan stopped running at the end of June.  With the subsequent lack 

of airflow, smell and fly presence noticeably increased.  This encouraged users to 

prop open the doors, which allowed marmots in.  The Pear latrine solar panels are 

still attached to the roof with no obvious sign of deformity, but the batteries and 

fans are stagnant. 

 

iii. Heather 

Heather Lake has had a pit toilet in the past.  Day hikers go swimming, picnic, 

listen to music, fish, read, and otherwise spend hours at Heather Lake.  Many of 

these day hikers are inexperienced and do not carry out their toilet paper.  With 

its high concentration of day hikers, duration of their stay, and the amount of 

toilet paper found there over the season, I would highly recommend that a pit 

toilet be reconsidered for Heather Lake.    

 

VII. Trails 

a. Trail work 

To my knowledge, no major trail work was done on the Lakes Trail this summer.  I 

discussed with Tyler some erosion on the trail.  Unfortunately, there wasn’t enough water 

in The Hump area for the trail crew to move there as planned.   

 

b. Trail signs 

i. The Hump Sign 

The new Hump/Watchtower sign attracted copious graffiti etched into the metal 

this summer.  The profanity in particular stands out on the sign. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ii. Heather Lake 

With the help of Outward Bound, we replaced the information board at Heather 

Lake, moving it next to the Pear/Emerald directional sign.  The hope was that this 

would clear up any confusion about Heather being Emerald.  It is also just at the 

junction with the toilet trail, making even more obvious that that is not the 

correct direction.  We also moved the “Heather Lake, no camping permitted” 

sign from the Watchtower/Hump Junction area to closer to the lake.  We chose a 

spot where you first catch a glimpse of the lake straight ahead (in a possible 

illegal site) in an effort to identify the lake and discourage camping. 

 

I received one complaint that the signage at Heather Lake was not adequate.  The 

party concerned would have liked to see mileage on the Pear/Emerald directional 

sign and didn’t feel that the trail was sufficiently obvious at the birdhouse sign 

post.  (The old toilet trail continues straight, while the Lakes trail turns right.  

(The trail has been lined with stones in effort to make it more obvious.)  I have 

noticed dayhikers gazing confusedly at the current materials on the sign. 

 

iii. Pear Lake 

 

The Outward Bound group also helped me replace the birdhouse sign at Pear.  I 

believe the location and quality of installation are a major improvement from the 

old sign.  With the old Pear sign, I was re-tacking the materials to the board every 

patrol due to the wind and repositioning the board due to it being held loosely in 

place by a few rocks.  The new sign is dug into the ground, supported by crushed 

granite and supporting rocks aboveground. 

 

iv. Emerald Lake 

No work was done with the Emerald Lake sign this year, save re-thumbtacking.  

It appears to be in good condition. 

 



 

VIII. Camp Areas 

a. Area overview 

For such a high-use area, I believe the Lakes Trail is in good condition.  Having 

designated campsites and latrine buildings certainly helps to minimize human impacts in 

the area.  Some more seasoned backpackers expressed disappointment in the 

developments and lack of freedom in campsites.  This is, however, the compromise for 

camping at one of the park’s most popular destinations.   

 

I made it to the Alta, Twin Lakes, and High Sierra trails a couple of times each this 

summer.  The trailhead rangers took excellent care of these trails and associated camping 

areas. 

 

 

b. Conditions of Campsites 

There were 11 sites available for camping at Pear Lake this summer and 8 sites at 

Emerald Lake.  The middle space at Pear Lake continues to be closed for rehab as of last 

year.  The campsites are well marked, with green and brown numbered carsonite posts.  

Many campers were unsure of how far they could stray from the posts though.  On many 

weekends, I had to ask campers to move their tents into the actual site.  Most of the sites 

at Emerald and Pear accommodate 2-3 tents.  On occasion, there were groups squeezing 

in 5, 7, or 8 tents in one site!  

The 2 sites directly behind the Pear bathrooms were utilized only a handful of times this 

summer, and understandably so.  Especially on hot days, they smell unpleasant, are ugly, 

and give no impression of camping in the wilderness.  I received one complaint about the 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



campsites not being scenic enough and several about the bathroom doors slamming shut 

too loudly. 

I also discovered this September that the current site #5 is directly in the helicopter 

landing zone (in front of the bathrooms toward the Matterhorn).  The helicopter does not 

often need to land at Pear Lake, but this might be a consideration for future site 

placement.     

Not too many rock structures were built in the campsites this summer other than a few 

rock tables and walls.  As the weather cools, campers are more likely to build rock walls 

for wind protection. 

c. Fire evidence 

Evidence of previous fires in the campgrounds include fire-scarred rocks, scattered ashes, 

and a few burnt logs.  A trail head ranger and I spent the better part of an afternoon trying 

to remove these fire signs.  The largest fire scar, near the shore of Emerald Lake, still 

lingers.  I didn’t find signs of new fires until September.  As the weather got cooler, I 

found half-buried charred bits of wood at site #11 in Pear and a burnt log at Emerald 

Lake.  

 

d. Food storage 

Food storage in the campgrounds was good in most cases.  It was common to see a few 

food and trash items out, further than arm’s reach from the nearest camper.  Many 

backpackers brought their own bear canisters.  Others made use of the food storage 

lockers.  Oftentimes on the weekends, these lockers would be filled.  Currently, there are 

4 lockers at Pear Lake and 3 at Emerald Lake and they are all needed!  I usually warn 

people that the old lockers are not mouse-proof though. 

 

IX. Permit system and trailhead 

The trailhead staff this summer was an invaluable resource. 



Most of the backpackers on the Lakes Trail began their trips from Wolverton and 

obtained a permit from Lodgepole.  The trailhead staff did an excellent job of informing all 

parties of minimum impact regulations in the wilderness.  I observed them giving the minimum 

impact talk at the desk and witnessed how much campers retained once in their campsites.  I 

appreciated the trailhead rangers writing “no fires” in red highlighter on each party’s minimum 

impact sheet, to serve as an extra reminder.  There were a few backpackers who claimed 

ignorance of fire restrictions, designated campsites, or stove restrictions, but most of these were 

parties that had not obtained a permit in the first place. 

Each of the trailhead rangers patrolled the Lakes Trail at least twice this summer.  They 

brought in supplies, assisted with projects, covered the area while I was away, joined me in 

patrolling new routes, and discussed area issues.   

 

 

With a veteran Pear Lake Ranger as trailhead lead, many potential problems were 

avoided this summer.  The campgrounds were never overbooked as far as I know.  The trailheads 

paid close attention to the number of backpackers slated for the Lakes Trail each day, limiting 

backpackers in each campground and closing the quota early if needed.  Their knowledge of the 

area and popular cross-country routes was excellent, providing consistent and helpful advice to 

backpackers. 

 

X. Radio Communications 

a. Radio Coverage 

b. Wilderness Update 

Wilderness Round-up was discontinued this year, replaced with a slightly abbreviated 

and much less reliable Wilderness Update.  The Wilderness Office reads itineraries from 

notes passed from Dispatch, who the Rangers called a few hours earlier.  The most 

notable change is that the information is less accurate.  Locations and itineraries have 

been wrong on many occasions.  In case of emergency, it is important that someone 

knows our actual destination and not just a close approximation.  It was very helpful 

when dispatch would repeat my transmissions to ensure they copied it.   

(b) (7)(F)

(b) (7)(F)



 Round-up was also more reliable because it was conducted daily.  Hearing 

itineraries directly from the other rangers not only ensures accuracy, but also provides a 

morale boost and reinforces a sense of community.  All of these small details make a big 

difference to rangers in the field.  A smooth-running radio check-in eliminates confusion 

and serves as a true safety tool.   

I propose that the task of recording Wilderness Ranger itineraries be returned to 

the Wilderness Office and that the full Wilderness Round-up be restored.  

 

XI. Needs for next year 

a. Broom for Emerald latrine 

b. Pump/spigot for 55-gallon drum 

c. Distilled water for Pear and Emerald latrine batteries 

d. Wood shavings (2 bales for each latrine building, same as this year) 

e. Burlap sacks (20) 

f. Rope 

g. Screwdrivers (Philips-head) 

h. Hammer  

i. Duct tape (3 rolls)  

j. Electrical tape (1 roll) 

k. Mops (2) 

l. Chlorox wipes (2 canisters) 

m. Rubber gloves (2 boxes) 

n. White paint 

 

XII. Recommendations 

a.  

b. Fix latrine solar systems 

c.  

d. Repaint Emerald latrine interior (to cover graffiti) 

e. Cover graffiti on Hump/Watchtower sign 

f. Send out dried paint cans from Emerald 

g. Send out old food caches from station 

h. Fix the closet door in the station 

i. Add a latrine back at Heather Lake. 

 

XIII. Pertinent Inventory 

a. 1 full and 1 half-full propane canisters 

b. 4 bags of wood shavings in the station basement 

c. Previous seasons’ inventory, including:  EMS supplies, SAR gear, dishes and kitchen 

utensils, previous rangers’ logs 

(b) (5)

(b) (5)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

drying tarn above Pear 

September snow at Heather 
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Roads End 2013 End of Season Report 
Introduction: 

 This year the Roads End staff included Tor Skeen (4-1-15), John Blakley (4-1-16), and 
Jarod Scott (4-1-17).  There were no permanents working in Cedar this summer so our direct 
supervisor was Ned Kelleher Kings District Ranger.  Jarod was the only ranger who did not have 
previous trailhead ranger or park service experience.  I trained Jarod and John on the operation 
of the permit station, how to conduct patrols, and how to issue permits.  John volunteered last 
year with Lodgepole trailhead and knew all the basic duties of a trailhead ranger.  We had a 
busy summer this year and we all did a great job handling it.   

Permit Station Operation: 

None of us had work experience in Cedar Grove so it was kind of a rough start getting 
the station open and fully operational.  We were open May 25th through September 28th this 
season.  Our initial hours were 0700-1545 then we switched in June to 0700-1600.  We did not 
charge for permits for the first one or two days because we didn’t have a register, we didn’t 
have change fund, and we didn’t know the combo to the safe which was locked open.  Within 
the first week we were able to solve our problems and start charging for permits.  We did not 
have the SNHA register right away but it came down in the first week and we were able to rent 
canisters.   

After a few weeks we ran out of written permits and had to switch to issuing self issue 
permits before new permits came in.  Ned wanted to be sure we were all familiar with the 
station operation and comfortable operating it by ourselves so the first week we all manned the 
station together.  The rest of the season we had just one ranger in the station while the other 
two were either out on patrol or on days off.  This seemed to work well.  Ned initially gave me 
one admin day a week to work in the Ranger Station to plan the schedule and do other 
administrative tasks.  I found it beneficial to have an administrative day but it was really only 
necessary once every two weeks.   

We updated the quota tally board by switching it to a white board and using a different 
tally system. The new tally system I copied from the Mineral King tally system. Here is an 
example:   

Woods Creek 

/ / / / / /               
/ / /    / / / / / / /             



In this example the Woods Creek Trail has 6 reservations 3 reservations/people have 
arrived and been issued a permit. 7 people have gotten walk-up permits and now there are 12 
permits/spots left for the day. 

The only problem we have is when we erase the /’s for the next day’s reservations we 
erase the boxes too.  We have made the boxes with permanent marker but it still eventually 
fades away.  Having this system makes it easy to view how many people are on the trail and 
how much space is available. 

Lots of visitors ask for free maps so we got a box of the general SEKI maps to have 
something free to give visitors.   

Previous years the station has been giving out car passes to backpackers and this year 
we got rid of that.  I didn’t see the benefit of the passes and it just prolongs the individual 
permitting process. 

In past seasons there have been issues with the power at Roads End.  This year I am 
happy to say that we never once ran out of power.  There were a couple of times where our 
power was working but the registers did not have power.  With the help of Mel Manley we 
found out that it was just a bad connection with the inverter in the bear canister return box.  I 
had this issue a couple of times throughout the summer.  To solve the issue I had to go in the 
bear can return box and reconnect the power cord to the inverter.  Also to save power on 
cloudy days and once we got into September we would have the main power switch switched 
to the off position so that we were not using any power when it wasn’t needed. 

Overall the permit station operation ran smoothly this year. 
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Permit Statistics: 

Month # Permits # People #RS 
Contacts 

# Stock 
Permits 

# Stock # Nights 
for Stock 
Permit 

#Stock 
User 
Nights 

May Stats were not collected in May  
June 186 501 3,077 1 4 0 0 
July 365 933 4,501 2 34 2 2 
August 437 1,146 4,005 14 73 47 43 
September 278 1,107 2,266 5 22 12 6 
 

Patrol Statistics: 

# of 
Patrols 

# of 
Nights 

Miles 
Hiked 

Fire 
Rings 
Removed 

Fire 
Rings 
Cleaned  

Campsites 
Cleaned 

Trash 
Removed 

Verbal 
Warnings 

Emergency 
Medical 
Services 

Compliance 
Checks 

Backpackers 
Contacted 

Day 
Hikers 
Contacted 

41 43 913 58 110 244 111 lbs. 14 3 430 1441 924 

 

Wilderness: 

This summer we had five different patrols of the Rae Lakes Loop and had many shorter 
patrols of Paradise Valley and Bubbs Creek.  Areas that were not covered as much were the 
Lewis Creek Trail and Copper Creek Trail.  John, Jarod, and I each spent at least one or two 
nights up on the Monarch Divide.  We had no patrols that went to State Lakes, Horseshoe 
Lakes, or Grouse Lake.  I believe these areas have had a fair amount of use this summer 
especially Grouse Lake.  Grouse Lake is usually the first stop for backpackers who are doing the 
Sierra High Route.  The Sierra High Route was fairly popular this summer.  We wrote 
approximately 46 permits with 90 people doing the full Sierra High Route or some variation of 
the route.  Most of the permits were for group sizes of 1-2.  We did one patrol up the Lewis 
Creek Trail this summer in September.  There were around 10 trees down on the trail and brush 
was starting to grow over the trail.  Lewis Creek gets a very small amount of use in the summer 
but I still would have liked to have patrolled it more than once and earlier in the summer.  We 
would have had firsthand experience of the area which would add to the quality and accuracy 
of information we were giving out to visitors.  There was little to no trash on the trail or in the 
bear box. 

On the Rae Lakes Loop backpackers had the tendency to leave their trash in the bear 
boxes.  This seemed to be a continuing issue all summer long.  Many people do not like the idea 
of packing out their toilet paper and it was noticeable.  I noticed it most in Paradise Valley and 
the Woods Creek Crossing.  People would simply not carry out their toilet paper and many 



times hikers would not even dig a hole.  I believe a large contributor of toilet paper on the Mist 
Falls trail and possibly some on the Paradise Valley trail are day hikers.  I’m not sure how to 
educate the day users about proper waste disposal maybe a sign is needed.  But honestly I 
wouldn’t want to see a sign at Roads End that talks about poop.  Kind of ruins the mood. 

This summer starting July 1st we had Stage 2 Fire Restrictions which banned all fires in 
the wilderness.  People seemed to understand that this was a very dry summer and most of 
them followed the restriction.  Because of this restriction when we took out the campsites in 
Paradise Valley we also took out the fire rings.  Most of the other legal fire rings in the 
remaining areas we just filled with rocks to stop people from using them.  This way the rings 
would be easier to be used again when the restrictions were lifted. 

Wildlife: 

Bears obtained food on 4 separate instances in Paradise Valley and Woods Creek area 
this year.  One of these incidents a woman was just 25-30 feet away from her pack getting 
water and a bear got into her pack and ate some of her lunch.  Another incident a couple was 
eating dinner in Lower Paradise when a bear walked near their camp.  The two people were 
startled and left their dinner in their camp and ran away.  Once they left their camp the bear 
ate their dinner. In June a bear bit a man in Paradise Valley who was sleeping in his hammock.  
He was not seriously injured.   

Bubbs Creek has had no negative bear issues this summer.  Many bears were seen in the 
Bubbs Creek area including a mother and her two cubs.  Earlier in the season when there were 
many berries near the river we had bear sightings almost every day at the permit station and 
Muir Rock.  The bear techs caught several bears at roads end and tagged them so they could be 
better identified. 

Trainings: 

Before the permit stations opened this summer all of the trailhead rangers in SEKI 
attended a two day training on the job of a trailhead ranger.  We talked about what we do on 
patrols, how to safely contact hikers, what characterizes wilderness, radio training, how to 
handle emergencies, what gear to bring on patrol, and other topics related to being a trailhead 
ranger.   

All three of us were able to have ambulance training.  Ned came down and gave us an 
introduction to the ambulance and showed us where all the gear was that we may need on a 
medical or SAR. Ned also had each one of us drive around Cedar grove, go through a cone 
course and backing course before he passed us to drive the ambulance.   



John and I attended a two day swift water rescue training course located here in Cedar 
Grove.  We learned very valuable information on swift water rescue and just general water 
safety, not that it was going to be much of an issue this summer.   

Russell Weaver put on training with Rescue 4.  We learned where all the equipment was 
located, practiced loading a patient on a backboard and moving them in the wheeled litter.  
This came in handy because shortly after this we had the Mist SAR. 

SAR’s: 

We had a busy season with SAR’s this summer.  Ten separate incidents throughout the 
summer. There were a few minor SAR’s and some major SAR’s that happened in Cedar Grove: 

• We had a broken ankle 1.5 miles from Roads End on the Mist Falls Trail.  We used a 
wheeled litter to take the patient out to the ambulance where he was taken to the 
hospital.   

• A woman fell on the Bubbs Creek trail and broke her arm.  She walked to the permit 
station for help.  Russ splinted the woman’s arm and her friends took her to the 
hospital.  

• A man slipped below Roaring River Falls and lost consciousness and had a small seizure.  
With the help of Engine 41 crew and bystanders we took him from the river up to the 
trail to the gurney and flew him out of Cedar.   

• I helped Cindy Wood escort a man out of the backcountry who had severely sprained 
his ankle when he fell hiking the JMT near the Woods Creek Junction.   

• In late June a man slipped and fell over Mist Falls.  Bystanders administered CPR but 
could not revive him.  We could not recover his body until the next day with a 
helicopter.   

• John and I were assigned to a SAR in Mineral King for a few days searching for a missing 
day hiker.  She was found by the helicopter on the second day of the search near the 
base of Sawtooth Peak.  She had suffered a heart attack which caused her to fall off of a 
cliff.  She had been missing for six days.   

• While on a Rae Lakes Patrol I assisted with a man with kidney problems at Woods Creek 
Junction.  Erica Josted came in a helicopter and he was flown out to a hospital.   

• In late August there was a truck that rolled over with people in the bed of the truck at 
Zumwalt Meadow at approximately 0130.  There were five people involved in the crash. 
One died at the scene, two were put in the ICU at the hospital, and another two were 
released from the hospital the same day. 

• In mid September and NPS employee had a stroke at the sewage treatment plant.  We 
got him in the ambulance and met up with Life Flight who took him to a hospital in 
Fresno.  



• In Late September a man reported at Roads End that his son had been suffering from 
altitude sickness for the past three days.  The patient was not able to keep any food 
down and was too weak to get out of bed.  The patient was located at the bear box at 
Charlotte Creek.  A helicopter was sent up with Chris Waldschmidt to assess the patient.  
The patient had gotten better and did not want any medical assistance.  Andy Riordan 
and I were sent up to meet the patient to assist him in exiting the backcountry and take 
weight from his pack.  We got to roads end without incident and the patient went back 
home to Clovis with his father. 

Projects: 

We had several projects this year that we completed.  A big project was destroying 
designated campsites in Upper, Middle, and Lower Paradise Valley.  In order to get rid of 
campsites we had to take out the sign posts, destroy campfire rings, and rehabilitate the sites.  
We accomplished this task over a period of three days.  The first day John and Jarod were able 
to rehab most of Lower Paradise and Upper Paradise.  The second day I helped John rehab 
Middle Paradise and some of Lower.  Before I arrived John worked on finishing Upper Paradise 
and on the third day John made finishing touches on Lower Paradise.  The reason behind 
changing the arrangement of the Paradise Camp system is that in the summer of 2012 the 
campsites were surveyed for hazard trees.  Many campsites had hazard trees in the sites.  We 
did not want to be telling people where to stay when we knew that the sites were dangerous.   

Another project that we completed was helping Rick Sanger the Charlotte Ranger with 
residual biomass at Junction meadow and East Lake.  Both John and Jarod were able to assist 
Rick with clipping the meadows and hiking the samples out to the front country.  On their way 
out they also brought out a wildlife camera that was placed in Junction Meadow to help 
monitor grazing.  I’m not sure when the camera was initially installed in Junction Meadow but 
throughout the summer we checked on it a few different times to make sure the batteries were 
still good and it had enough memory. 

The last few patrols we had we went up Paradise Valley, Bubbs Creek, and Lower Tent 
Meadow to clean up campsites, bear boxes, and whatever else we found that may need our 
attention.  We were able to take out a fair amount of trash and destroy and resize some 
campfire rings.  Recently backpackers have told me that there is already trash in the bear boxes 
in Paradise Valley and Bubbs Creek and now there is no one to clean it out until next season. 

This year we installed a message board.  Throughout the summer many visitors needed 
to leave notes for other hikers and we decided that it would be nice to have a message board 
for them to use.  I ran the idea by Ned and he approved.  Mike Brown constructed the message 
board and it now sits in the room next to the permit office.  It is a very nice resource for visitors 
to have.   



Recommendations:  

 For the summer of 2014 I have a few recommendations.   

• Possible additions to the station are a flag pole and a scale so hikers can weigh their 
packs.  I brought this up with Ned and Erica they agreed this was a good idea but they 
wanted a PSAR message board with it.  From my understanding the PSAR message 
would be encouraging hikers to bring only what they needed to lower the weight of 
their pack.  

• Find or purchase tent poles for the second Big Agnus tent so both tents can be used. 

• Have Maintenance sweep off the roof of the permit station. 
• The station needs one new window blind. 
• The following is a list of items that would be helpful for the operation of Roads End: 

o Get a new high chair. 
o Find the cash drawer for the NPS register. 
o Get a new clicker. 
o Get a new SNHA register.  The one we have now works but it would be nice to 

have a higher quality register. 
  

Station Startup: 

Items that would be helpful to have for a smooth startup for next season: 

• Change Fund 
• Permits both self issue and regular 
• Cash registers with receipt tape 
• Credit card slips and knuckle busters 
• Safe combo 
• Safe log 
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Bishop, Eastside Trailhead 
End of Season Report, 2013 
  
A.                Visitor Services 

a.      Contacts 
                                                              i.      Backpackers:  1,029 
                                                            ii.      Day hikers:  237 
                                                          iii.      Stock (commercial, administrative, private):  61 

b.      Medical incidents 
Date          Location                                  Type                Evacuation 
7/21           High Trail, Kearsarge Pass   Wrist Fracture    Treat and 
Release         
  
c.       Fatalities:  0 
d.      Weather:  Kings Canyon was not near as dry as Sequoia at the start of the 

summer because of the significantly deeper snow pack north of Forester 
Pass than south of it.  Grasses though were already turning brown in early 
July.  Thanks to the heavy monsoons starting in late July and continuing 
all the way through August, the creeks and lakes looked replenished and 
the flow was better during the August rains than it was in mid June. 

e.       Fires (natural, human caused not campfires):  Smoke was an issue for 
hikers starting on the eastside of the Sierras starting with the Aspen Fire.  
Mammoth was the most impacted and hikers would come farther south 
trying to find a smoke-free hiking area.  It was difficult to predict for them 
how the smoke would be once they got up to the trail.  There were some 
days that I could not see the mountains from the visitor center, but hikers 
would report that it was clear up at the 9,000 foot + trail head.  Other times 
hikers would leave their trip early and report to us that the conditions were 
too smoky to hike in.  The Rim fire brought only few days of smoky 
conditions—most all the smoke was blowing north to Tahoe and Reno.  
Many residents of those towns came down to the Owens Valley to escape 
the extremely heavy smoke. 

B.                 Use Patterns 
a.       Backpackers:  Thru hikers, PCT and JMT, outnumbered other hikers until 

late in the season. (I did not tally the actual number, but can go back 
through my notes and get the actual percentage if you need it.) The 
majority of thru hikers reported that they were hiking 12-15 miles a day, 
had scheduled very few lay-over days, and had planned no off-trail travel. 

b.      Stock:  Approximately ¾ of the stock I encountered were commercial 
pack trips, either dunnage or spot trips for hiking groups, or full riding 
trips. 

C.                Natural Resources 
a.       Bear Activity:  I did not see a bear this season nor my two previous Lone 

Pine seasons.  I saw bear scat on the Bull Frog Lake Trail to Kearsarge 
Lakes.  I also had a report from a camper at Charlotte Lake that he had 
seen a mother bear and cub roaming the camping area.  Over labor day 



weekend a hiker reported to me that someone had left a lot of food out by 
the North Lake bridge and that a bear got it all.  There are no food storage 
lockers at North Lake or Sabrina Lake, or many other trailheads on the 
eastside.  There were reports also of bears getting food at McGee and 
Hilton Lakes Trailhead where there are no lockers.  There were no interns 
hired this year to work at the parking lots distributing information about 
bears and human food.  They had had interns working out of Lone Pine 
the previous two summers.  I don’t know if Bishop has ever had them. 

b.      Wildlife:  Deer and marmots in Kings Canyon did not look thin.  The 
summer rains appeared to help delay the vegetation from completely 
drying up. 

c.       Vegetation:  Flowers came and went fast in June and July.  Grasses were 
seeding early. 

D.                Cultural Resources 
a.       Prehistoric Sites:  116 and 1-1-12 told me where to see some petroglyphs 

under a large boulder on the use trail between the High Trail and Bullfrog 
Lake Trail.  They were faint and I was impressed that they spotted them.  
They had already reported the location. 

b.      Historic Sites:  Some hikers wanted me to know that they had found what 
they thought was one of Scotty’s cabins in the Gardiner Basin area.  I 
passed on the GPS coordinates to Ward Eldridge in case it was not known 
about.  
At Evolution Lake I met a hiker looking for a plaque memorializing two 
young men who had died there in the mid 1960’s.  I checked with 112 and 
115 to see if they had ever seen or heard of it, but they hadn’t.  I gave the 
hiker Ward’s contact information. 

E.                 Backcountry Facilities 
a.       Signs 

                                                              i.      The only sign that I saw that may need to be replaced next 
season is the sign glued to the Lower Kearsarge Lake food storage 
locker that is coming unglued around all its edges.  Also the 
padlock to that locker will need to be replaced since it was 
vandalized this summer and can’t be unlocked. 

F.                 Trails 
a.       Problem Areas 

                                                              i.      The switchbacks going up to the col into Sabrina Basin:  I’m 
not sure how many people have actually gone over that col on 
purpose or by accident.  There were many footprints leading up 
though.  There was a SAR a little time ago for a hiker that 
mistakenly took that way instead of Lamarck Col.  (At least--one 
good thing—the SAR wasn’t for me!)  But, might there be more 
problems there in the future? 

G.                Camp Areas:  Kearsarge Lakes (No other areas did I get to know so well, or 
that stood out as having significant problems, except Evolution Lake which 
gets so much use also.)        



a.       Conditions at Kearsarge Lakes:  There are several large, flat areas covered 
with dry grass or tiny ground cover plants that hikers habitually camp on.  
I had given 3 camping on vegetation warnings for those areas this 
summer. 

b.      Sanitation:  I did not find near as much toilet paper or trash this season as 
I have found before.  A hiker who has been visiting Kearsarge for 20 years 
said that the area is looking so much better in the last couple years.  I don’t 
know though if that is because hikers are taking better care of the place, or 
because of the frequent visits from 116 and 1-1-11, having picked up all 
the trash and not leaving me as much to find. 

c.       Fire rings:  Still finding them every time I patrolled there, but at least they 
were generally smaller and fewer in number than in seasons past. 

d.      Food Storage:  This is still the major problem at Kearsarge Lakes.  Almost 
always I find groups with not enough bear cans for what they have, and 
trash or toiletries being left out.  I did not talk to anyone this season 
though that said they had planned to use the lockers not knowing that they 
were not available.  And I didn’t find any thru hikers coming back in from 
resupplying that did not have enough canister space for all their food.   

H.                Permit System 
a.       Issuing Office:  At the Bishop VC most of the staff members were very 

good and put in a lot of effort to get the leave-no-trace message across.  
The best issuers were hikers and backpackers themselves—they had the 
interest and passion behind them to keep them from getting board and 
their message stale.  They gave as good an education message as they 
could with the restraints of the repetitive, rushed issuing process. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
I think a meeting between the 

new Bishop VC supervisor and the new SEKI Wilderness Office 
supervisor would be a good idea at the beginning of the next season to go 
over special SEKI concerns and problems.  Only the supervisor has the 
ability and authority to make sure that all staff are updated and responsible 
for knowing about the SEKI issues, like stock use, canister requirements, 
etc. 

I.                   Communications 
a.       Dispatch:  At first I was resistant to the idea of Dispatch taking over all 

wilderness communication duties from the Wilderness Office, feeling like 
they would be too busy with the front country and wouldn’t be able to pay 
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enough attention to us, like the Wilderness Office had been able to do in 
the past.  But I was wrong, dispatch really looked after us and I sure 
appreciate the whole staff, and certain dispatchers especially.  They do a 
magnificent job of not losing us and this new system is working a lot 
better than how it’s been the last several years since the Wilderness Office 
has been steadily letting go of wilderness contact.  I have only one 
suggestion to make:  can dispatch do the wilderness update on Sundays 
when the Wilderness Office is closed?  It would be helpful. 

b.      Itineraries:  Sometime they are more abbreviated than the rangers have 
called in to dispatch.  Is that an error on the dispatchers part, or a problem 
with the CAD not allowing enough space for the whole itinerary? 

J.                   Needs for next year:  I have always wished that we had a powerful 
educational video for the hikers to watch before they get a permit.  Something 
that will grab their attention and take the glaze out of their eyes.  Something 
that shows hard subjects like a dead bear that had to be shot, something that 
will wake them up.  The percentage that actually reads their permits is 
probably lower than we want to know.  Strong visuals will get the attention of 
even the most complacent and ignorant hiker.  And the video will also give 
the permit issuer a break from the repetition--they might have time to answer 
important questions in more detail. 

K.                Recommendations:   
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Matt Zussman, Lone Pine Trailhead Ranger 
End of Season Report 
2013 
 
A. General Summary 

This has been a fantastic season; it was a treat working in the Park 
Wilderness. And I was thrilled to discuss trip plans with visitors when I was 
able to share my firsthand, up-to-date knowledge of routes.   

B. Visitor Services 
a. Contacts 

i. Backpackers: 806 
ii. Day hikers: 53 

iii. Stock: 26 (commercial: 4; administrative: 21; private: 1) 
iv. Dogs: 6; 5 dogs were on the East Side (Inyo National Forest), and I 

verified that they were not entering SEKI; 1 dog was in Crabtree 
Meadow, and the violation occurred on 6/22, prior to the arrival of 
wilderness rangers 

b. Weather: A rainier than usual summer; a few patrols with predominately 
clouds, rain, hail, and/or lightning for multiple days; more unpredictable 
than the typical afternoon thunderstorm. 

c. Fires: Despite the high fire activity this year, my patrols more or less 
avoided the smoke. There were a few days at the permit issuing station in 
the Interagency Visitor Center, however, that Lone Pine was engulfed in 
smoke, primarily from the Fish Fire; most visitors still kept their plans and 
hiked to Whitney or out of Horseshoe Meadows.   

B. Use Patterns 
a. This may come as obvious, but it was remarkable just how much less 

trafficked areas were once I stepped off the PCT/JMT. 
b. A very slow start: Other than the typical hotspots (Whitney/Crabtree, Rae 

Lakes Loop, Kearsarge Lakes), I found visitation relatively slow until 
mid-July. 

C. Natural Resources 
a. Bear Activity: I did not see a single bear on wilderness patrols this season. 
b. Wildlife: Sighted a fox at Upper Soldier Lake on 6/24; reported to Danny 

Gammons. 
D. Backcountry Facilities 

a. Rae Lakes Ranger Station: large gaps between wood led to significant 
mouse issues. 

E. Camp Areas  
a. Wag bags: it would be good to clarify policy of what long distance 

through hikers need to do when they begin trips at Whitney and then 
continue for many days afterwards: do they need to carry their used wag 
bags for another 8 days until their next resupply? Should they bury their 
wag bag waste somewhere outside of the Whitney zone (even though there 
are chemicals in the wag bags)? Does this small portion of hikers have an 
exception to using the wag bag? 



b. Fire rings rehabbed/removed: 
i. Rehabbed (cleaned and/or made smaller): 11 

ii. Illegal removed: 17 
c. Food Storage – Significant abandoned gear and trash in lockers, 

particularly at Wallace Creek, Tyndall Creek, and Charlotte Lake.  
F. Permit System 

a.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

G. Communications 
a.  
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